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PREFACE, 


If llic rrador wiW bal iiiingiiio himself to he addressed by 
M'nith, ;is my (hiido addressed nlfe. lie. iiuij'' receive much 
geed, and jiiany siiL".it‘slioiis, ])y careliflly exaniii)ing- the fol- 
lowing iJi'g.'S. M'hey (;*)nlaiii two Visions, and an ArgnmcilU 
'Idle Jirsl visi()]i ])laeed lue. in Ilia I moral and inlcUcctiia’ 
position which the professed believers in i< if penial Ngal mira- 
cles an<l special provid<‘n<*es generally occiipj iS, it 

iiiad<‘ me. see widi t!n! eyet. and tlirongli tlie opinions of those* 
Avlio /cfsr (heir j’anh ami hope upon. superficial perception and* 
Immaii testimony. 'Mie sr -o//// vision on.'diled nie-lo examihe. . 
the. seeming miracles and special }>rovidences, wlaicjjj .arc 
n-corded in tin'. Ilihle and els('w}iere, tliVdiigh the pure medi- 
nnis of Xalnn^ and Ileas^i. Ihit the argument is addressed ‘ 
to till? I hid<*r.slanding. ' 

An hone.st, nnprejndiced, impartial stale of mind is abso- 
Iut«'ly indisiu nsabli* to a proper perception and coinprelicnsiori. 
of divine 'rriilh. In tliis mental condition, and in no other, it 
is good to connncncc and pursue (he present incpiiry. . 

The Author. 




THE VISIONS 


Tlli:uri SPHCIAl. PROVIDMNOKS? 

Tins iiilcrc.stiii.i^ anil imporlaiit interrogatory re- 
vives in ./iiy soul a inuhitiido of the most impressive 
ineriitations — visions so solemn and gorgeous as to 
revolutionize, the deejiest feelings, and expand the 
best eonci'ptions to limits undefinable. The impres- 
sion was too junfeetly and forcibly imparted for me 
to ('ver disri'membm* flic //;/7c wlien f. was. made to 
realize ill*' ;‘i.j jjniiy of tlie world (especially the 

IJlirisiiaa wenld) l>..!i.‘\e eoneerning Divine interpo- 
sition. My mind l:;vl ('xereised man)' days upon 

the siilijcel under eonsidin-afion. The world-.wido 
interesting jiroblem, ll '/irf/u'r llicre had hcen^ or were now\' 
Hupcrnalural iuh rposUiaih'i anumu: for ilia purpose oj 

chan^^iii'X-, ruvcrsi.tpSy or rrp:iiIaU/ig hw/iaji affairs and dc- 
si^rjis, was agitating my spirit almost continually ; and 
1 well reme.ininn- the circumstances which attended 
its final (vxaininat ion and settlement. And let me 
here express — what I cannot but feel — the wish that 
every impiiriiig mind coidd be enriched with a similar 
revelation. 1 know, to the depths of my soul, that it 
would emancipate the individual from tl|^ slavery of 
ignorance, sujierstition, and bigotry. 

It was the last day of ^die beautiful month of June 
when 1 received an authoritative impression, from the 
interior life, to ascend the sumhiit of a high but familial 
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mountain. My native village (by adoption!i was visible 
at a distance on the opposite side of the river. This 
mountain was my usual retreat ; nothing was there to 
disturb— but all outer ihiuKs, the solitude, the stillness 
only broken bj^the song offjirds, and the scenery, were 
coj^l^bive to spiritual development, elevation, and vis- 
ion.- U])on this mount, and at this*tiriie, my spirit, in 
its accustomed , manner, was enabled to subdue and 
subordinate the body to itself, and my' interior fn inci- 
ples of perception were opened, and were permitted 
their easy and . natm al exercise. The problem to 
be solved was resting heavily upon me; and that in- 
numerably diversified and mountain-high aocumuliHion 
of individual biographies — unphilosophicully termed 
personal and .national history — were presented as the 
materials by which I was to bo made to realize the 
general belief ift a i)art al Providen'^‘c, and the influ- 
ence of such doctrin?. 

“ I saw the. wide-spread Earth — its entire surface ! 
It is easy to converse al)out the Earth, its dimensions, 
its scenery, and pg^ssessions — but it is not ■ easy to 
grasp a realizirig cdnce{)tion of its magnitude and 
appearance. When the mind beholds, at a glance, a 
conglobated accumulation of matter, twenty-five thou- 
sand miles in circumference ; and, instead of a single 
great city densjcly inhabited, nine hundred millions of 
living human individuals ; I say, wlien the mind beholds 
all this overwhelming combination of spirit and matter, 
the little material and space it itself requires as one 
individual, is enough to beget conceptions of its own 
vveakness and insignificance/ 

When this view was given me, I ceased wondering 
that the inhabitants of original Central America once 
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Delieved their local habitation to be the centre of the 
universe, and themselves the favorites of presiding 
gods. Yes, I ceased wondering at, or blaming any 
people, or 'nation, for believing the Earth to, be the 
masterpiece of divine creation, and themselves under 
the special and immediate control of various divinj|ies. 

Down, down the rugged declivities and toweHng 
pyi'umid.s of Humanity’s History were my interior per- 
cei)(ions directed ; and I beheld the many and differ- 
ent events and circumstances which were and are 
referred to the su{)ernatural or miraculous inlerpo-' 
silions of an invisible but cspecialhj overseeing Provi- 
dence. 

I saw api)roach, even to the margin of an avvfnl 
j)recipice, a man whose mind hud been, for many 

years, dcramred ; he fell over the brink, and was 
* *' <1 , • • 
arrested, by some*inip('rceptr le cailsc, on his down- 
ward way ; rescued, by his afflUghted friends, .from 
this perilous situation, he was found to be iftihurt and 
from that hour, henceforth, he was sane hnd well. 
'I hc wi.se men and soothsayers of the city pronounced 
his escape “ an instance of the spccml interference of the 
Lord.” 

I saw, situated upon the side of the sea, a beautiful 
village, whose people were accoraplisfflld in the science 
of agriculture. The Sky blackened, the earth trem- 
bled, the ground opened, and several villages, and 
tw’o opulent cities, w'ere shaken and sundered into 
pieces ; but they beautiful village remained w'holly 
unmoved and unchanged. The priests said, “ It was 
a manifestation of ihQ judg^nt and justice of the great 
Jehovah.” ^ 

I saw, standing before a splendid tribunal of Knights 
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Templars, a female, clad in the garments of condemr. 
nation ,and death ; she was tried for sedition and con- 
spiracy ; the judgment was rendered against her and 
she was harshly conveyed to the Inquisitorial Hall for 
execution ; the executioner placed her head upon the 
block, uplifted the sword — and, lo ! the terrific light- 
ning struck him to the earth: the temple was set on 
fire, and scarce a person escaped unhurt oxce])t the 
falsely convicted female, who was thus saved. 'I'lte 
people said, “ It was the judgmml and interpos'd ion of 
Jehovah.” 

I saw<|rgreat and spiritually enlightened Reformer, 
.Jesus, condemned for heresy, and for rebelling against 
the prevailing opinions and institutions of his ago and 
country; the cross was erected, his body was nailed 
to it ; the conquerors rejoiced in their supposed vic- 
tory; and his few friends and disciples were convulsed 
'with grief. The •lackened heavens frowned upon 
the deed ;’ the voice of the thunders was heard ; the 
city was engulfed in darkness ; the bursting earth- 
quake rent the temple from its towering heights even 
to its foundation; the rocks opened their yawning 
mouths; and constellation w'as gre^ and universal 
among .the people. The followers and disciples of the 
martyrj young %nd old, male and female, said, “ It 
was the disapproval of the omnipotent God.” 

I saw, giving in his oath/alsely, a man, Ananias; 
who had disposed of some property fbr more money 
than he claimed to have received therefor; and while 
vehemently affirming, upon hi’s honor and all sacred 
things, that he had not done what, in truth, .he did do, 
his lips trembled, his eyes started wildly frow their 
sockets, and he fell dead, in the presence of h^japes- 
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tinners, — a perjured and self-condemned man. The 
public voice said, “It was a direct and mmediai$ 
manifestalim ,oi the judgment of God.” 

I saw an abused and long enslaved people, mafirshalled 
together according to the directions of an educated 
chi(^ftain, (Moses,) lea,ve an Egyptian city, and crgss,;! 
oil comparatively dry land, a river which was parted 
in an extraordinary manner ; the enslaver, J^haraoh, 
and his army, pursued this adventurous baud, with the 
unrighteous design of re-capturing them ; he led his , 
armed hosts upon the dry land at the division of the.^ 
waters, but the waves instantaneously embrj^ced each 
other, and the liing and his splendid army' were as 
siuhh'iily ovcrwhelnu'd and destroyed. The victorious 
multitude, thus escaped from slavery, and. from a grave 
in the bosom of the mighty tide, said, “ The Lord had 
exercised syw/V/Z judgment and. justice in the earth.” 

I .vuw, attired in the habiliments of wealth, and resid- 
ing in a costly mansion, an indiv idual afllicted wjlh divers 
and painful diseases ; disturbed slumbersi sleepless 
nights, horrid dreams, frightful pains and paljjitations, 
headache, and suiciilal nudancholy : these were some 
of the alilictionsj. Physicians coi^ do no good, nor did ' 
the sympathizer’s or prayers ii^hurches relieve the 
pain ; and the suficrer died. The people gathered in 
the chapel, aneJ the ofliciating clergyman, after admin- ■ 
istering to the friends of the deceased the c^solations 
of the Gospel, deplored this signal visitation of that 
Providence whose “ ways are mysterious and past 
finding out.” 

I saw a . beautiful and marvellously precocious infant, 
the lin^l response to earnest prayers sent up to God 
and il^.idol of its parents, die in its mother's arms * 
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tears were s^d, and lamentations were heard, 
'^oncd by the unexpected removal of this priceli^ 
jeweh^ fhe village bell tolled the solemn knell, *1^ 
ihourners krielt in the chapel, and the. priest said* to 
the,.bereavcd parents — “ Providence gives and takes 

’.‘I saw, on the holy Sabbath, sailing in a pleasure- 
boat, with other youths, a hoy of some fourteeii years. 
His parents, especially his mother, had admonished 
himi repeatedly, on the morning of that day, against th§ 
'^daifgers of breaking the Sabbath ; but, instead of 
heeding^eir counsel or obeying their commands, he 
gathered^bout him associates, and sought pleasure on 
the water. A storm arose ; it increased and raged 
violently ; the boat was far from shore ; the sa^ were 
rent in twain-; the slight vel^l was throT^ upon its 
.side ; the disobi^ient ^on was sud<lenly plunged into 
the river, and eire, assistance could reach liim, was 
drowne^ 'I'he parents, the minister, and' the people 
said, “ rt'ytas a striking rebuke nn^'disimisuthm of 
Provid||^ce>” 

I law the] only and much-beloved daughter of 
wealthy parents, prorated upon a;|&Bd, suffering the 
intensest ;figp'iiy ; s*was %eepingVwsceching, pray- 
ing for relief; physicians came, and learned consult- 
ations .wore held ; but, though thus carc'd l()r, thus 
loved — jind though hers w'as the flowering spring- 
time of human life — she suffered aSd died. The 
clergyman sought to soothe the broken-^heartdd 
parents by saying, that, “ Though he was not in pos 
session of those eviclpices of^her reconciliatio^ioUh God, 
which he hoped other young friends in his congrega- 
tion, being warned by this early |^eath, migh^urnish 
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yet he felt assured that Providsnlfe had 
m%d!/ in removing that young spirit fi-om earftffy^ dah-. 


gei;^ and temptations.” 

‘ I saw wide-spread pestilences — epidemics — infec- 
tious diseases — famines — wars and national inva- 
sions. I saw citieS ravaged by' fire, and’ destroyed by 
eartlujualves ; and all of these afflictions, personal and’ 
national, were referred to special dispei^ations of Prov- 
idence. Earnest and. wordy prayers were u|tere4 by 
clcrg)%cn and their congregations ; the devout 'Hrit f 
vHp their orisons to God for “ the vvidow^nd ■ tijje 
■‘fatherless in their affliction” — for the marinCT on the. 
uncertain ocean — :for the coming harvest — for the 
offleers ^of church and state ; and I beheld that the 
widow;4hd^c fathei4o^%;t77; mainly preserved from 
absolute destitution ; that the mariner escaped from 
the destroying power of stonns ; that the harvests, 
gave forth their increase, and yielded 'abund.antly ; 
that official dutfes' were discharged: I saw alT this; 
and was thus made to realize the force of that belief 
which makes God to preside over the. wOTdrous 
earth, direct the lightnings, po'u^ut the rain, and' 
hold the winds i^'the hollow oP^is hand i and to' 
especially and locally bestow blessings ol^ curses. oh 
human souls, designs and deeds. And it was given 
me to perceive that all these things^hus progressively 
presented to mji understanding, were representations 
of .numerous and similar events amj^personal expe- 
riences which had occurred in the past, and were 
occurring at present, in th# world. And thus I saw 
how univer^ was the practice or habit of referring 
extraordfeary human events and circumstances to the 
speciaMf^g^positions orProvidcnce or God. 
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The Scene was vast, an^ the Vision wonderful 
jsbul wa^ made to draw in, and. appropriate to itse|fi 
a. so universal belief, the exemplifications of vv;hich 
were thus presented, and I experienced the legitimate 
influence of such a profoundly sacred conviefion. And 
this result seemed to be the object for which the 
vision was given me. And now the mighty earth, 
with its inhabitiints.and their multifarious convictions, 
r^j^ded^...from my view ; my spiritual perceptions 

were closed, and, in a few minutes, I was restored to 

• ^ 

my orij^ary state. - I could see nothing but myself, 
the mountain, the river, and the distant, village. My 
memory was almost submerged with the wonders of 
my vision, the spirit of which had passed Jnto my 
mind, and I experienced a ^eafer attraction than ever 
before experienced. j^owards mankind, their religious 
opinions, and the earth. I could not think of any 
vaster . creation than an orb of twenty-five thousand 
miles, in circumference, and peopledifl'ith nine hundred 
millions of separate and dissimilar individualities. It 
seemed no longer strange nor to be questioned Avhy 
the Deity should^oncentrate his vi'orks thus ; why 
. hisSon-jShguld have left his native home, to accomplish 
great and ’j^ighty works upon the earth ; why prayers 
were necessary and efficacious ; and why ciyiectc/ 'visi- 
tations ^of Divine Judgment and justice, vengeance and 
disapprobation, were received and believed in, by the 
more advanceir multitudes of the wondrously mighty 
earth. I could understand, and perfectly sympathize 
with, those dictatorial passages in the Mayer recom- 
mended by Jesus, Give us this Cray our daily 
bread,” — “Forgive us our trespasses,” — “Leab 
us NOT into temptation,” — “ Deliver us evil.” 
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I could comprehend ■ the conviction . that it 
;;^oper to inform Gqil.what we want, and to^^ptei’-': 
ingiy command him ihiis to gratify our! individual 
de^res. I could understand that, thoOgli the Deity is 
perpetually observing nvn& hundred millions of different 
souls, he cannot comprehend, at the saihe -moment, 
their diversity of desires, unless verbally or orally 
informed of them ; and that he would respond accord- 
ing to the righteousness of the individual petitionmg. 
In a word — I hud observed* instances of (so called) 
|lh-ovi(lcntial interference, and viewing them, ^ogether 
with all material creations on the earth, in an exter- 
nal and superficial light, just as the majority of en- 
lightoned classes view them, I was fully persuaded of 
their tr^th, and coiise?lucntly the legitimate influence 
of such a conviction was impressed upo.n my mind. 

On returning from the mount to my home, I well 
reinemher the conflicting sensations which were de- 
veloped in me ^ the vision. I knew what it was to 
fear God, — I knew what it was to tremble before, and* 
shrink from, a Being who, I was persuaded, could be 
influenced to exhibitions of approbation or terrible dis- 
pleasure, by individual prayers an^^transac^o^s. I fell 
that I tlid not know what village might" rm^t be con- 
sumed by fire, or whal city destroyed by earthquake.. 
I could not imagine what manifestations of super- 
natural interposition were to be next developed. 
When I walked upon the hills, iSfy soul jvas not 
perfectly sure that they would not fall upon, and crush 
me; or, vyhiM a comet was thinounced by astronomers 
to be approving our sun or earth, I was not confident 
that it vyould not, according to Divine intention, strike 
us int# jjie oblivious depths of chaos. I had no as- 
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suranpe of safety anywhere. If in the village, I was 
licit sui^S but the Deity, becauge of the many and 
frequent trinsgressions of its inhabitants, was'contj^m 
plating, at that moment, its total annihilation.. If on 
steafftboats, or. railroads, or .where, dark . -storms 
^’gathered over my head, I. knew not but some ven- 
geance Was impending— ; some fearful crash, or thun- 
derbolt about. to fall. If where pestilential diseases 
enwroned, I was not sure but that destruction awaited 
the whole community, because of its corruption and 
wickedness. And now it was easy to l)eliev<^ in^ 
the chimeras of Millerism,-;- it was possible to believe* 
■ that this great mass of matter, Iwmty-fivc thovHuml mila 
in circumferencs, was to be literally dissolved and con- 
sumed by fire, — that millions Nvould be crushed by 
falling mountains, and milliiSns would ascend, through 
roofs and any material obstructions, to meet the I.onl 
in the air. Yes, I was, for fire dmjs, in the seciaMs of 
my own h(iart, a forced believer in sifeh literal mani- 
festations of Divine intention. I was ready for, and 
would not have been surprised to hear, the thundering 
sound of that awfitl trumpet which was to a\yake 
millions tOieverlasting hap])iness, and millions t(' end- 
less misery 

In truth, this universal conflafi-ation of Nature was 
now not so much a source of surprise, to me, as was the 
apparent indilTereuce, manifested by the greater portion 
of manly nd, vvit^ regard to this intending event, in 
connection with the received opinion of the suscep- 
tibility of God to be influenced by hun ^ aqtion and 
prayer. All acknowledge that “the ^^yers of the' 
righteous are answered but why human actions did 
not correspond to (what seemed to me to ^be) the 
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njost awful and terrific convictions possible tofp^ceiv^. 
of, was a profound i^tery. ‘Clergymea.|ji(yaymen 
recogui/ed 'this belief in their’ theology ; bur, th^ir 
practices were so divorced from their theories, and 
professed belief, that I could not resist the, impressioii; 
that thir actions ^ave the lie to their cmvictiOns.- 

It was now jiist'six days since the foregoing change 
had been wrought in my mind ; and my countenance, 
tlui' index of the spirit, showed the withering cfiect^f , 
such convictions. I walked the pathless meadows in 
ilhe vjcinity of the village, and meditated upon the 
awful but sublime disclosures made to me. on thev 
mountain’s summit. I contemplated the ways of 'God 
— what he had done for mankind ; how he had been, 
and was continually, i^jportuned, invoked, com-. 
manded. Again and again I thought of the nine' 
hundred millions of inhabitants ; and how national and 
personal individuality had been marvellously pi^eserved 
in the midst of the ten thousand surrounding 'and 
absorbing intluencos ; and how niyriads and myriads 
had ajipcai'ed upon the stage of the, world’s vast 
theatre, acted some particular part in the univei^sal 
drama or tragedy of life, then made their exit, to live 
and act, upon another .^age, an eternal repetition of good 
or evil, ^nd then I conten^plated poverty, destitution,:' 
and crim, — how Well do I remember this soul-chilling 
contemplation ! ' 

Noav the diay was drawing to a close, and the sun 
was setting gloriously in the west, — Nature seemed 
to sraile^ lan^o pantomime the indications of joy. I 
had wandered to a retired spot, and had seated 
*®yself ^eneath the clustering foliage of some luxuriant 
♦rees, ai^, there the local development of previous 



<I*sturt)ances came forth from my soul in 
^interrogatories, and^Si invocation to God, 
»vhomV%ith'^every faculty fatigued and. subdued, I thus 
addressed : Our Father who ?ft in. heaven, (for thus I 
told, to address the^) who hearkeneth- to the pray- 
ers of thy childven, and who answerelh the solicita- 
tions of the righteous ; I beseech ^hee grant me 
audience. Justified by the example of those of the 
earth’s inhabitants who claim to be thy children, and 
keepers of thy commandments, I presume to rtmlM 
thee of many things which I think should be done, not 
;'to augment my interests, but the happ.incss Sf thy 
universal family. Mankind. In the first place, I 
earnestly desire to inform thee, that I am perfectly 
^ aware of thy omnipotent power, and of thy disposi- 
tion and habit of exercisirtf the same at will. I gaze 
upon the greatness of earth, upon its mighty waters, 
upon the '^glorious sun, upon the .l^right stars with 
which thou hast >yritten on the skies ; I look upon thy 
wide-spread family, and dare to call myself also one 
of thine ; and I behold everywhere wonderful displays 
of .thy powet and disposition to create and make 
alive. But from that combination of books which thy 
professed followers call the Holy Bible, I learn that 
thou residesi in heaven, and yet fliat thou art a jealous, 
avenging, and revengeful God ; and .from those pages 
I also learn that thou art a perfect Being, — infinite 
in Power, in Goodness, in Justice, in Mercy, and in 
Truth ; and that thou art Omniscient, Omnipotent, and 
Omnipresent. Pardon me then, I pray t|pe,,0 Father 
if I venture to ask — why, being all goodness and all 
powerful, thou permittest Want, consequently Crime, 
and consequently Misery 1 — Why permittest thou 
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War, Murder, Rapine, and Licentiousness ? — Why, 0 
Father ! if thou art disposed to render universal justice, 
why permittest thou . the " strong and powerful to 
enslave the w^eak and -helpless, and thus to m‘ar the 
form of humanity with -prostitution and slavery ? If 
thou art special and local in thy providence^ and regul 
latioas, 0 why art thou silent, and.apparently impotent, 
when the lightning rushes impetuously through the 
lieavcns, and, in its darting from place* to 'place, 
destroys buildings, (perhaps the ‘ poor man’s only 
shelter,) anJ human life, and the beasts of the fields ? 
Why permittcat tliou destructive catastrophes. Famine, ; 
Disease, Sin, Death,- and Everlasting Destruction ? If ■ 
thou art all good and powerful, 0 Father, why didst 
ihou create me with attribntes of justice, and capabili- , 
tit's of- happiness, the very consciousness of which 
ciiuses me to thank thee for my existence, and yet 
make me so unlike thyself, as thy character is revealed 
in thy partial government, and in. the Book*worshipped 
as thy word, that my instincts of benevolence are 
violated by thy, so called, special prffoidmees, and my 
conceptions of the principles. of distributive goodness 
and equity, wounded by the manifestations of thy, so 
styled, justice. And, 0 Father ! if the combination of 
books, written by different authors, who entertained 
dissimilar, views of thee, and of thy goverjiment — one 
proclaiming thee to be “ a jealous God,” another 
declaring that thou art a “ God of* love;” one exact- 
ing vengeance, — “an eye for an eye,” — .the other 
teaching forgiveness, and “ Love ye >one another,” — 
Father, if tnis book be thy True Word, why are not 
a greater number of the nine hundred millions ef the 
earth’s inhabitants more acquainted, with it, and 
2 * 



18 


obeying its commandments ? and, even among those 
few who acknowledge it to be thy word,, why permit- 
test thou so much dissension and protestation ? . 

Thy'children ask thee for tliy approbation and favors, 
0 Father ! as if thou Avert not omniscient, as they teach 
•e thou art; following, therefore, the example of these, 
named reverend teachers of righteousness, and of thy 
so called only Son, I pray thee to confer , upon hu- 
manity, forthwith, the ability, to behold Benevolence 
in thy benevolence. Justice in thy justice. Goodness 
in Jthy goodness, artd Truth in thy word, Avhcreso- 
ever that word may be found. I pray thee to remove 
.'Poverty, to remove Crime, to remove Misery. I pray 
thee not to manifest thy attributes of Jealousy and 
Vengeance upon thy defenceless and dependent chil- 
dren, because such visitations will, not improve the 
wicked, nor delight the truly righteous; but rather, 
0 Father ! displace Sin with Good, Slavery with Jus- 
tice, Poverty with Plenty; do this, and I know that 
thy wayward and sinful ones will then have time and 
cause to praise and bless thee, and the righteous will 
be glad. 

If thou hast, by voluntary volition, created the 
neavens and the earth, and if thou hast destroyed 
cities, led thy children to war, and cursed nations with 
famine and disease, by the special and local exercise of 
ihy Almightiness ; then canst thou create vaster earth.s, 
and build cities, give peace unto the world, and sprchd 
It over with blooming health and smiling plenty. 
Grant, 0 grant me this my supplication, — this, the first 
request which I have ever presumed to pt'offer at thy. 
throne. And may I not ask thee, Fa'ther of my vision ! 
— may I not ask thee Avhy all things therein shown 
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ms oause me to fear thee ? And may I not learn 
why, being good, and omnipotent, and . so watchful 
over the elements of earth and human , affairs as thy 
attributed sjjetipl providences and local judgments seem 
to evince, why it is that thou wilt not do something as 
signal and as effectual toward removing Sin and DiijeaSte 
from the world, and thus converting Earth into Heaven ? 
» ■* , * * * . 

The legitimate influence of a belief in Special Provi- 
dences, and consequently in the ability of man to move 
his Maker by prayer and supplication, was completely 
embodied in the foregoing invocation. The belief 
begat . in me what it ednnot but produce iir the min'd 
of every one who realizes it, namely — Fear, Discon 
tent. Presumption, and dictatorial Prayer. 

Immediately upon concluding my address, I expe- ’ 
ricuced the evidences of coming vi.sion throughout my 
entire system. In a few minutes my interior perceptions 
were opened, and I beheld the person of my internal 
and spiritual Guide. That his mission' was to impart 
some important and consoling instruction to my half-, 
distracted and exhausted spirit, I was absolutely certain. 
Ilis brilliant body and radiant mind constituted a 
brighter sun than I had seen for several days. I was 
in the society of truth and good. When my inferior, 
condition was completely induced, and all my thoughts 
and perceptions, were perfectly bestovved upon his 
glorious presence and mission, my Guide, fixing his 
sweet but positive expression of countenance upon my 
mind, thus addressed me : — “ Thinkest thou, because 
the earth is tmnty-jive thousand miles in circumference, 
and because it is inhabited by nine hundred millions of 
individualities, that the Great Supreme Spirit js engaged 
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in particularly waging, specially influencing,, and 
locally governing, tSat planet, its elements, and the 
people thereon ? Speak, thinkest thou these things '! 
Ami I replied: “ The. earth, with its inhabitants, and 
the generally received evide^ices of special providences, 
were presented to me on the mount, in a vision, in a 
light more convincing of Divine interposition than ever 
was such doctrine taught by,the aged and the educated 
about me in society.” The countenance of my Guide 
radiated with- even sweeter expression, as he again 
spoke, and said: “Speak, thinkest thou that these 
things are true, as they seemed to thee?” And I 
confessed my faith in special Prbvidences by replying : 
“ I acknowledge that I believe ‘them.” Whereupon 
my Guide threw the tranquilli^.ing influence of his 
spirit over me, and, notwithstanding his manipulations, 
shut out tljie light of vision from my spiritual percep- 
tions, and did not open my natural eyes, yet I felt as 
one with him, and buoyant as air. In a few moments 
I was wholly unconscious. 

Anon, a sweet-toned and musical voice aroused me, 
and, with my consciousness, there came from the 
depths of my souk capabilities and powers which, pre- 
vious to this moment, I had not known. Once more I 
heard the voice, and he who spake said : “Behold !” 
and instantly my perceptions:.jvere opened, and I saw 
ray glorigus Guide, whose spacious forehead and up- 
turned eyes impressed me with the sublimest thought. 
Again he spoke, and bade me “ turn and behold ! ” 
I obeyed, and, standing side by side with him, our 
faces in the same direction, I beheld the most mag- 
nificently gorgeous representation of creative power 
It seemed that we stood before the stupendous heigtits 
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of the universe, upon a turret qf lhe temple not made 
with hands ; surrounding us on ^^ery side were w.drlds 
innumerable, and yet how noiselessly, how l\armo- 
nioUsly, did they move around an unseen Parental 
Centre ! There was not a world whose magnitude 
did not transcend my even then exalted conceptions. 
Their sublime beauty exceeded all- language, and their 
immeasurableness all known mathematical computa- 
tions. 0, w'hat an overwhelming scciic ! Infinity seemed 
wreathed with worlds, and every world was decorated 
with Icss.er worlds, like mighty flowers of unutterable 
grandeur. Each and all.were flying through the bound- 
less realms of infinite, space, with the velocity of tjje 
electric clement, and yet |hey caused not so much 
sound as the licking watch. Their Speed was incon- 
ceivable, yet 1 could not see so much motion as there 
is ill an insect’s heart. I gazed beneath, and my per-;, 
ceptions enabled nic to behold an awful depth, like 
unto a bottomless abyss. It was a sea of w'orlds, and 
so multitudinous were they, that in niy attempts to 
obtain something like analogous numbers, I thought 
of all the drops of w'ater <m the earth, and )’et the 
worlds of that sea were unnumbered^ A*gain I thought 
of all the drops of water ’and grains of sand of which 
the earth is composed, and my Guide said : “ Behold! 
thou hast now conceived of the myriads of worlds which 
are congregated in ydn' distant group.” And I looked 
again, and beheld a deeper Depth, in a remote* corner of 
which was that group of assembled worlds more numer- 
ous than. all the atoms of our earth; and with still 
expand}i|ig and improved* perceptions, I gazed and 
gazed into the depths beneath, there beholding seas 
of worlds upon seas of worlds — systems of world.s 



22 


upon systems of woj^s — and yet I saw no bottom to 
that awful, but supr^ply magnificent vortex ! I grew 
dizzy at the thought ; whereupon my Guide said : 
“ Thinkest thou that we stand upon the pinnacle of the 
universal temple, and upon the topmost summit of the 
vast creation ? ” ' And I replied, while trembling at 
the awful contemplation of the s6ene beneath, “ I do.” 
Continuing to gaze upon me with serene expression, 
and elevating his. hand toward the heavens, he said : 
“Be strong, and behold!” Directed by him, my 
telescopic perceptions : were . turned on hi^, and I 
beheld' with awe, and with an aqtlazcment which I clin- 
i^t express, a vast ethereal cQ|iicave, peopled with an 
endless concatenation of^trunscendingly magnificent 
Orbs or Worlds, too numerous to be conceived of, and 
too beautiful to be described vvith human language. 
Series, Groups, Degrees, and harmonious Organizations 
of Suns, Planets or Worlds, and Satellites'^ were visible 
everywhere and I could see no termination to the 
height, nor to the depth, nor to the length, nor fo the 
breadth thereof- I gaw that the stupendous Whole was 
without alpha and without omega; it was infinite and 
universal ! 

The illimitable concavity, the interminable width, 
the bottomless vortex, the indescribable beauty, and 
the noiselessness of the mighty whole, overcame me 
with a dissolving sense of nly own nothingness. I 
seemed t<5 be 'osing my individuality, when my Guide 
thus addressed me : “ Thinkest thou now of the great- 
ness of an Earth twenty-five thousand miles in eircum- 
fereme ? ” • ' ' ■ 

I felt not a little rebuked, for I recalled whWt I had 
once conceived of the earth’s magnitude, supposing it 
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of such great importance in the sigit of its Creator, but 
I was moved to reply, “ No.'Q^^ celestial Guide ! I 
think of it no more — the greatness and magnificence 
of. what I now see absorb l\\^ little Earth as the ocean 
drinks in the dew-drops. But now, speaking of the 
minute world, the Earth, I feel moved to inquire con- 
cerning its numerous? inhabitants-^ — are they not great 
and important in the sight of the Creator?” Imme- 
diately upon asking this question, the quaUty of my per- 
ceptions was changed ; instead of being diffusive’ end 
comprelj^nsive, they were particular and penetrative, 
and thus ramified into'immensily. “ Behold,” spake my 
Guide, and he pointe(|^o the infinite wreaths of worlds 
which had been shown me before, “ behold, and realize 
the scene.” I looked, -and with amazement I saw that 
every world which Was shining in those, wreaths was ah 
immense Earth, whose actual magnitude e.\'cceds. all . 
measurement, .and whose surface was peopled with the*^ 
riiost elegant and celestial.beings‘, I.saw them, mule and 
female, and they were wondci*fully b^|tutiful, and not 
unlike the inhabitants of our etyth, buf they were infi- 
nitely more perfect and refined; And I could see gor- 
geous habitations • — residences of ||xquisite grandeur, 
having architectural decorations and structural embel- 
lishments altogether too beautiful to be described. 
Gazinjl’into such a world, beholding millions of inhab- 
itants so perfect, so symmetrical, and so harmonious, I 
could not but exclaim, in my intense delighf, “ Surely 
this is heaven, and these are angels ! ” . But my Guide 
quieted my enthusiasm by saying : “ Thinkest thou now 
of ihp^atness and importance of nine hundred millions of 
individualities ? Thinkest thou now that they require 
and receive special attention? ” Again I felt not a little 



24 


rebuked for havin^^o raagnilied -mall things, and 1 
replied: “In viesi^w these myriads and myriads of 
human yet divine, 0 kind Instructor ! I confess 
that my thought of Earth’s inhabitants has passed into 
nothingness, like the winged ephemera; but in a vision 
I saw what seemed to me, at that time, positive evi- 
dences that the people 6f earth ^ receive special atten- 
tion from Him who created them.” 

As I ceased speaking, an atmosphere of spiritual, 
mellow light suddenly enyelpped' my Guide; and his 
•count'^nance, thoygh sweet.ahd attractive, ex^essed an 
unusual positiveness of.puFpose]|as he saidr^* Gather 
thy perceptions within thee; t^en thy understanding 
and 'hear me. I employ thee ns a vehicle to convey 
my instructions to the iuh^itants of Earth, and what I 
impj^rftliou shalt first understand, iecettse the convinced 
.uridersla?iding<'can speak as one having authority. I was 
‘inear thee on the mountain during thy vision of partial 
or local Providences, and als^ when, as a Representative 
of the most adyjxnccd theological and religious minds on 
Earth, thou pll^dst to God for . those blessings which 
thoii didst needi iiJ' common with hiiinanity. And 
when I perceived thy misapprehensions, and thy inter- 
rogatories, and thf’ importunities, I w;as impelled by 
the celestial spirit of fraternal love (which is guardian, 
love) to convey thee to heights where. 1 could^estow 
a gift which is more precious'*' than all' thou askedst 
for humanity, — the gift of W isnoiu ! 

“ When thou didst think of the Earth’s ^teatness, 1 
saw that a knowledge of the’ immense ifeeas and; realms 
of Creation would improve thy thoughts andj^der- 
standing. 

“ When thou didst think upon the greatness and tw* 
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vortance. of humanity about th^^. m consequence 
whereof thou didst believe in rap|red and received 
spcdal benefits and punishments^ I saw that a more 
enlarged view of the universal family would elevate thy 
mind unto the mounts of Wisdom. 

“ When thou didst think that God would spread 
disease and destructiort^throughout cities and empires, 
and that his pleasure or displeasure could be mani- 
|■(^ste■d in ansAver to invocations,' thoughts, prayers, or 
deeds, I saw that a more comprehensive and truthful 
understanding of his Character and Majesty would 
cause thee to rest, andiio^ fear, but LOVE HIM. 

“ And perceiving that^iy conceptions of the Supreme. 
Spirit, his attributes, his government, or his local 
and fragmentary manifestations among men, were born, 
of Ignorance, or were evidences that thy mind was 
.sufici iug from a destitution of true knowledge, I there- 
fore resolved to convey thee where such conceptions 
cannot live, and where the, causes of true .knowledge 
reside in abundance.” ' > , . 

Here I felt im|)ressed to inquire of, my Guide, if he 
would present tp me a view of the Earth and its inhab- 
itants, that I 'might the more vividjly perceive the 
amazing contrast between that worl^ and the scenes 
of infinity with which my mind was now filled. 

“ Gath&r within thyself,” he replied, “ dhd I shall 
conduct thee- thkber.” 

We passed over an inconceivable portion of infinite 
space, .in what seemed but a few minutes, and arrived 
at a beautiful planit. 

“ Beh(^,” said Md, pointing obliquely through the 
thin-orbea immensity, “ behold,, and realize the 
scene.” I looked where he directed, and straining 
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my perceptions in^he unsuccessful effort to obtain a 
view of Earth, forced to exclaim: “0, kind 

Instructor, I can see nothing !” And he answel-ed • 
“Behold, once more;” and instantly I saw, in - the 
remotest distance, a sma// bright spot, which gradually 
grew more and more distinct, and I could perceive 
something' like clouds upon it*'; and as I continued to 
gaze, the clouds . assumed the appearance of hills, 
divided by little streams of water. . “ There,” said my 
Guide, pointing towards it, “you now see the Conti- 
nents, the Mountains, the Seas, the Lakes, and the 
Rivers of Earth.” Still observing the planet, I saw 
accumulalions of various forms and colors, — white, 
brown, black, and of a Sntoky appearance, — manifested 
in different directions ; and I saw numerous minute 
dark bodies issuing therefrom, going in and out, 
crossing and rccrossing each other’s paths, and some 
jostling one another. I w'as surprised at the appear- 
ance of such immense ant-beds or mple-hills, as^ they 
seeme(f to me, and could hot but exclaim to my 
Instructor, “ Surely this is nOt the ‘Earth !” But he 
replied : “ Thou beholdest now the numerous villages, 
cities^ inhabitants, conflicts, and the pugilistic battles 
of Earth.” Sensations of humiliation, and some- , 
what of dejection, crept over my spirit as these words 
vvwe uttdi’ed by my kind but positive Guide. But 
continuing my observations, I saw, in every direction, 
and indistinctly appearing, numerous miniature build- 
ings. of various construction. And in several of them. 

I could perceive some of those same little dark bodies, 
wiiich my lustructor had informed me wejr^ Earth’s 
inhabitants. . 

1 was about to ask him concerning these buildings, sn 
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indistinctly seen, when he said : ‘.f.^ou now see. tho 
Churches, and- the people who'fl^^upy them, in the 
most enlightened, portions of the Earth.” At this 
announcement I was. much astonished ; for I remem- 
bered that clergymen, and those who built and supported 
churches, believe and teach that their faith and loorks 
shine bright before Goti. I askedl my Guide for the 
privilege of hearing what one of the many clergymen 
was at that moment saying. This was permitted me ; 
and, through the medium- of my improved and concen- 
trated hearing, I listened and heard these words : — 
“ We thank thee, 0 Father, for the gift of thy Only 
Sou, and for thy Holy Word. We'lhank thee for thy 
sacred promises, for thy protection, and for thy loving 
kindness ; and we pray that we may- be led to seek 
salvation, tlirough the sufferings, and the blood, (shed 
for us,) of thy only begotten Son.” And instantly I 
could hear no more ; but thSt prayer awakened a 
renewed interest in what I had seen, in my vision on 
the mountain, concernihg special providences ; the 
startling and external evidences of which, though'! no 
longer believed them to have been rightly apprehended 
by me, seemed now to require an' explanation. Where- 
upon, my Guide, instantly perceiving my thoughts, 
immediately replied to them, and said : 

‘‘ Thod art soon confounded by the falseness and 
imperfections of thy natural birth-place, (the Earth j) 
because thy understanding has yielded too much and 
too frequently to its superhcial erudition and testi- 
mony ; and because also thy mind is not educated in 
the immutable principles 'of the Divine universal 
government. Thou desirest a knowledge of the inte- 
rior and true Causes of those externally represented 
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instances of j^cM[i; .^r<wMcwccs,' the profess^ super 
natural’organ of wnijii thou hast, in common with those 
about thee, sacredly believed. Listen, then, and I 
will explain*to thee. 

“ First. — Concerning the man who was rescued, 
and cured- of his malady, .from; the moment he fell over 
the .precipice, thdu wilt perceive' that the following 
causes were engaged : He was an ardent student, and, 
by pursuing his studies to an extreme deviation from- 
the invariable laws of life and nature, his cerebral 
structure was thrown into a state of sembparalysis. 
He was affected with that* species of insanity known 
by physicians as Incoherence or Dementia ; the symp 
toms of which are incoherence of ideas, forgetfulness, 
extravagant speeches, and' actions, attempts to accom- 
plish impossible things, &.c.; and, in this state of 
mind, he approached^ahd fell over the precipice, as 
thou didst in thy vision witness. But the sudden and 
unexpected arrest of his falling body, owing to its coming 
in contact with a mass of woodbine, and the full 
realization of his perilous situation .before assistance 
could reach him, ‘go thoroughly revolutionized the 
circulation of the blood and' spiritual life through his 
system, that the paralysis was removed, and hence he 
was instantly cured. Physicians are acquainted with 
parallel cases — instances where vigorous and heajthy 
individuals have had their hair*turned white, or been 
cured of disease, or have died in a few hours, by the 
sudden and unexpected announcement of distressing or 
joyful news. And if thou wilt ponder upon these 
things, numerous other instances* will appear, each 
accompanied with their producing causes. 

“ Second. — Concerning the saving of the beautifqf 
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village, while destruction was surr^nding it on every 
side ; know thou that the interior causes of this extraor- 
dinary circumstance are to be found in the siluation 
of the strata upon which the village was built. The 
primary and secondary stratifications were so inter- 
locked and' super-blended together, that, while other 
and different strata werb rent and broken by the efforts 
of elements to regain an equilibrium between the inter- 
nal gases and the external atmosphere, (commonly 
called earthquakes,) those strata upon which the vil- 
lage stood, sustained no injury or disturbance, 

“ Third. — Learn, that the condemned female was 
saved from death in the .inquisitorial hall, because the 
executioner held a conduefor of electricity in his hand. 
Thou rememberest that his sword ’was' very bi ight; 
but for this superior magnet^ , the; female might, have m. 
instantanepusly experienced thevsartie fate did her 
executioner arid other inmates of the temple. 

“ Fourth.' — The Earthquake, which occurred at the 
time the Romans crucified him whose namb.w.as Jesus, 
was a simple insUhee dt coincidental ■ or concurring 
circumstances. But thou musl^bear in mind this truth, 
that the external of anything iis' not the innermost 
reality ; because the development of anything is 
colored aQd exaggerated, or deformed and subverted, 
more or less, by .those external influences by which 
the -development is stirrounded. Thus, the written 
account of this earthquake is greatly exaggerated and 
unreasonably stated<4imong some of the inhabitants of 
the Earth. It has- .become* a romance, not a reality, 
— not a fact, but a fiction ! Coincidences are of daily 
and hourly occurrence among the people ; not similar 
i? sublimity, but equally as wonderful, — such as the 
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sjidden stopping a watch, or the breaking of a 
mirror, or the howling of the. house-dog, or the going 
• down of the sun, at the hour of a spirit^'s departure from 
the body. But the mideviating processes of Nature, and 
the ordinary, arid sometimes marked, coincidental meeting 
of circumstances with those natural processes, furnish the 
true cxplariatim of all local and extraordinary events 
which ever fiave or ever can occur. 

“ Fifth. — The sudden death of Ananias, while giving 
in . a false .oath, was . occasioned by psychological and 
physiological causes, or rather by the mjnd acting 
violently upon matter. He had a disease of the heart, 
known by physicians as hypertrophy; and, while 
making his deposition, the conflict was so great 
between interest and duty, between the consciousness 
of right and wrong ; between the efl’ort to conceal his 
true thoughts, and to unhesHalingly speak false ones ; 
that his heart w.as unusually agitated, the blood regur- 
gitated into its chambers, and forthwith its operations 
ceased — and . this is certai^ and immediate death. 
The heart is not. always diseased when" similar in- 
stances of sudden death occur ; sometimes mental 
excitement will burst, cerebral veins, and cause 
instant e.xtinction of life. . 

“ Sixth. — The crossing of the Red Sea on dry land 
is another illustration of Actionized facts, of realities 
changed to romance. The Children of Israel were 
enabled to cross the Red* vSea on comj^nratively dry- 
land,, by having their escape froto Egypt predeter- 
mined and prearranged, thua: . Intone part pf, the Sea, 
there extended a bar, or miniature mountain of sand, 
.which, during the recession of . the tides, was coi^ 
pletely exposed to the lieat of the sun. This exposure 
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generally continued for several hours. Bonaparte and 
his army once crossed upon this bar ; so did Alex- 
ander and his army ;■ so also' did three Egyptian 
generals, accompanied by their armed hosts. It was 
by this passage, that the tribes, under Moses, prede- 
termined to escape ; and, in order to render their 
emancipation from Pharaoh and slavery doubly certain, 
Moses calculated their departure ^ from Egypt with 
suflicient precision to reach and cross the sea just in 
advance of the, returning tides. Thus he was certain, 
that, if Pharaoh pursued with his hosts, for the.purpose 
of recapturing the tribes, the tides would 1 ‘eturh, 
w'hile the’army was on t.he bar, and overwhelm them ; 
and his anticipations were fully realized. Thou .seest, 
in ‘ this instance, how fortunate and extraordinary 
.events are exaggerated by the benefited parties, as 
being the astonishing approval and particular dispen- 
sations of some attending Deity. 

“ Seventh. — The diseased individual, wh.6 believed 
(as did the clergyman and people) that her .sufferings 
were punishments implied by God, that she might 
thei-eby exercise patience, and have wrought for her a 
‘ far more exceeding and. eternal weight of glory,’ 
was thus afflicted because, she had lived in perpetual 
violation of the laws of Nature. Having wealth and 
servants -in abundance, she was enabled to procure, 
and subsist upon, the most expensive and therefore the 
most unwholesome food-; the richest viands and 
cloying dainties; whilst- indulging in luxurious idle- 
ness, -withbut occupation, and dressing in the most 
unnatural manner, enslaving the freedom of the body, . 
and denying it its natural and absolutely retpiired ex- 
^cise. And consequently, instead of ex;periencing 
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pain induced l)y foreign 'causes, she was reaping fruit 
according to the seed she herself had sown. ■ 

, “ Kiglit. — Thehea'uliful and precocious infant, which 
thou didst behold, was lliiis developed and early called 
away,. bv causes which were in operation previous to 
its birth The mother luid .sustained no injury, no 
fright, no ^iolati()n of Nature’s re|)roductivc la\v.s ; but 
slic possessed a particularly studious mind, aiul had 
been arduously engaged in intellectual cultivation and 
pursuits after knowledge. And the child was a repre- 
sentative of these pecidiar circumstances (which is an 
issue or restdt invariably to be e,\])ecled) ; and its 
S})irit, being- so prematurely dcveloiicd, e\hausti.-d the 
deficii'ut forces in its j)hysical constitution, and^ a 
slight e.vtrinsic eau.se jiVoduced its death. — 1 employ 
the lange.age thou art accustomed to hear and vse when 
speaking of !i Spirit’s departure from the body. 

• “Ninth. — .The yo\ith who di.sobeyed his panmls, 
and sought'pleasure on what thou callest the ‘Sabbath 
day,’ was not drowned l/eruuse of Ids disobedience, 
nor because the day wa.s considered holy among the 
so styleil enlightened minds of the earth ; but simply 
because lie, wa.s on the water, and because the storm 
raged at that jiarticular hour. Tndh- is -sm/lc and 
natural ; Error is compound and artificial. According 
to this proposilionnl rule, I would have thee contrast 
what the people of the Karth said concerning, the diso 
bedient son, with ichal 1 have said concerning the 
causes of his death, and thou wilt most surely see 
which is the simple, and which is the compoundj and how 
to distinguish truth from error. 

“Tenth. — ^-Thc afllrmations of the Clergyman will 
appear to thee 'as weak and almost inexcusably unrea* 
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sonablc when I inform thee that the }onng and int*'r- 
estmgi»(iaughter, instead, of. having boon removed fi-oin 
her parents, and the earth vby a special Providence^ 
was herself the cause her death. Slie had a consti- 
tutional predisposition to uterine iiQuralgia ;■ ^id, by 
frccinenlly exhausting ^ler ■system with dancing, and 
by dressing herself in apparel wholly inconsistent with 
the atinosijlierical temperature and with her state of 
physical depletioif, she aetjuired a severe cold ; this 
hidiiced. indainmation and neuralgia, which', not being 
relieved, resulted in vital mortification.”- 
, The ea.sy and natural manner in which my Cfiiide 
explained the various in^ancespf scmi«g sfJfecial Prov- 
idences, vvhich I had witnessed in iny vision on tl;c 
mount, caused me to exclaim.: “0, kind Inslnictor! 
iny nnder.standing gladly •drinks in thy explanations ; 
hilt T am educated, on the Earth, to believe thai what 
■ ■'-'//g/. /r/A the )t/t(lersl(in(ling is freque/illi/falaj lo Ihc clar- 
nal inleresis of the soul — wilt. thou instruct me in this 1” 
As r spoke this reipiest, the Earth di.sappearcd from 
ray view, and I turned to look at and again to question 
ray Ciiiide, when he said :• “-Dost thou .rcrncniber the 
innumerable and Immortal Orbs - thou hast seen ? 
Dost thou req^niber tlie m3^iads of Seas of Worlds, 
whose tides Ilow so noiselessly through the boundless, 
interminable Realms of Infinity 1 Dost thou l emem- 
ber the unutterable' grandeur, the inconceivable har- 
mony, and the magnificent display oflnfinitc Love and 
Wisdom.? Reraemberest ^hou all this ? ’If thou dost 
remember, then will I disclose to thec anolher Truth, 
— then will I reveal to thee that.thou hast not gazed 
upon the" Works of God from the Heights of its Uni- 
verse, nor from a Turret of the Infmil'' '^'emple 
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Learn that thou hast but stood wiln me within the 
spacious VhSTinijr.K, and there contemplated mly an 
infiaitf'simal portion of the Grfejitncss, the Harmony, 
and Grandeur of the Univcr!ii^. • Those dazzlingly 
hrilliaijJ and supremely beautiful worlds, to behold 
w'hich drew from thy spirit^exjrressions of dcliglit and 
amazement — causing tlice .to exclaim,' ‘ T/i/s is Ifrav- 
cn!’ — they ahe but planets, and theTr^uhabitants' — 
those spiritually exalted and. magnifitently harmonious 
beings, whom you gazed upon with W’onder, rajitur- 
ously calling them. ‘ylngr'/s/’ — ;they,arc Init Mm and 
IVomrn, in mind and body constructed ui>on the S(t)iir. 
musical prmctplcs a,s develop«the human sexes on the 
Larth. Thou hast seen nothing compared with that 
W'hich is still unsem. — ^ nor.coiildst thou as. yet have 
conc(‘ived, from all thou hast beheld, one thought 
■tvo7iliy,to bo termed cm. idea of. God. What thinkest 
thou, theixjfore, noAV of thy doctrinal education (in the 
Earth! IIow' scemeth to thee the most ehlighti'ncd 
teachers there? Hast thoii now' still remaining ujion 
thy mind a fear that He who lives Ihroi/gh and sns- 
iahis, and harmonizes, and perfe.cAs, the million-fold 
of I Tniverses and all their vast, possessiems — T say, 
fearrst thou d»at such a iBeing covld or ^'w</d- miike a 
group of human spirits so imperfect as to cause the 
heart, and ■snider standing to war with one anotht'r ? — 
and 1 ask of .thee, canst thou .still, for one moment, 
believe that such a Being is engaged in causing Wars, 
Ihxslilenccs, Devastations, and the numerous other Ills 
which the inh.abitants of Earth haye not yet learned to 
■prevent — the Evils they have not outgrow'a? And 
thiidicsl thou that the Great Moving Principle of the 
'I’nivcrsal Revolving Heavens is to be importuned, tc 
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abolish those ills, to remove Poverty, Crime, Slavery, 
and Disease — to cure those Evils which are onnman 
origin, and must die where they originated? I tell thee 
nai/! The Great Living Principle — the Great Living 
Cause — the Great Living Father of all Worlds, and 
of their countless inhabitants, moves His Universe hy^ 
Unchangeable, Immutable, and Impartial Laws! He 
creates no World, no Spirit, no Circumstance, by any 
other than General Principles; and therefore He dis- 
penses no Partial Blessings dr Curses in the Fterual 
Empire of His universal Government.” 

Silence,- submissipji, and c<)nviction, pervaded and 
penetrated my entire sold ; and I. only found words to 
reply : I wdll remember — I will communicate what 
I luive seen and hoard.” 

“Then,” said my Instructor, “ gather thy percep- 
tions and living powers* within thee,” I instantly 
obeyed, and I experienced the sweet, tranquiU'r/ing 
inlluencc of bis Spirit so thoroughly that a clecp sleep 
came over me, even to entire unconsciousne.ss. Again 
I w'as awakened by the music of his voice. I was still 
in the state' I name my superior condition, and my 
Guide said: “Thou art again" on the Earth, in the 
grove, under those trees, where thou didst pray to 
God for instruction ; henceforth, when Ignorance and 
Error, Superstition and Prejirdicc, arise mountain high 
before thee, and seem about to crush thee, — then 
remember ! — remember what thou hast seen — re- 
member then that thou hast stood upon sublime .and 
stupendous heights, and upon eternal clevatmis, which,’ 
led by pure Wisdom, all human Spirits may attain! 
and whenever Earth’s Theologies and Religions, those 
phantoms of the people, arise like shadows before 
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thee — then remember that thou- hast read the Title 
Page of the True Word, and that thou hast’ entered 
the Vestibule of the Divine and Universal Temple — 
the “ Temple not made with hands, eternal m the 
heavens!” ”■ 

There was silence around, and holy stillness. My 
Guide said no more. The magnetic mflnonco of his 
Spirit passed gradually away, and I letnineil to my 
natural condition. As I pursued my waii< homeward, 
my heart avus filled with happiness and .< lei'^mcnt. 
The night hud come on, and it was dark it) 'he physi- 
cal eyes. But the Sun light.of.an Infinite and Eternal 
Day shone brightly through the now un‘’olded portions 
of my Immortal Soul'; and by that Light wdiich knows 
no darkness, I hacl learned not to Fear bu>. to Lo'oe the 
Supreme Principle ! 

'iHE ARGUMENT. 

That the. Deity besiows particular attention upon 
the Earth and its inhabitants, is an opinion which has 
been long and universally ''nler.ained by mankind. 
The Indian love.s to believe liiat his tribe and lands 
were becpicathed by the over-ruling Sachem ; that all 
his hunting excursions and achievements ’on the battle- 
field are rendered victorious in consequence of. that 
Power's supreme approval. The Savage, the Barba- 
rian and the Patriarch, are equally impressed with a 
corresponding convictioo; but as individual and na- 
' tional experiences accumulate, and the principles of 
scientific research and civilization are unfolded, the 
SaVage and Barbarian opinions become refined, sys- 
tematized, and comparatively sublimated. In evidence 
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of this statement, I refer the reader to the fact, that, 
instead of the crude and petty manifestations of Su- 
preme '*«lttention, recognized by the Indian, we find 
the siibliiner and more dignified exhibitions of Divine 
design and power,* in the writings and opinions of 
modern Patriarchs, Priests, and Teachers. These 
confine their attention i c't so mucli to the mere forma- 
tion of onr globe, as to the marvellous and sublime 
inanifestation.'- of J\'wer and ‘''uqiose, which they pro- 
fi'ss tn recogiii/e as ji.occeding from the Deity t<f Ins 
children on the I'.arth son’»- Inindreds of years ago. 
Thus, they recogiii/c spcciai and immediate interpo- 
sitions of God in the birth and findipg of Moses; in 
the captivity, cscapi'. and multifarious experiences of 
the tribes under his control; in his eidiglitenment, in 
his miracles, in his commandments, and in his prin- 
ciples of ;ovornmcnt ; and in all that the various 
Projih' t'- we.'-e enabied to perform ; and in the birth 
of .lesus too, i'l his incarnation, in his life, ifl his teach- 
ings, ill lii.- miracles, and in the kind of death which 
he uUimatoiy experirmced ; and also in the endow- 
ments and iiicat nations of I’rophet, A])0Stlc, Pope, 
Priest, Bishop ; ajnd in the snpr.'‘me and absolute 
authority invested in the Hoiy Bi'de by the ii..;tilutton 
of the sacred Canon. Thus Jhitriarcbs and modern 
Teachers have advanced and enlarged upon the convic- 
tions of the Indian, who only sees the particular favor 
of the Deity in his successful hunting, and victorious 
battles. 

The origin of the belief under consideration may be 
primarily traced to ignorance. It is unreasonable to 
expect that any individual can have a more expansive 
view of God than the Indian or Patriarch, if he is 
4 
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likewise persuaded that, the Earth is the centre of 
Creation, and that its inhabitants are the particular 
children of the Creator. Thle who acknoV^lcdgc a 
belief in supernatural manifestations, or Special Prov- 
idences, have somewhere in the mind a defective 
understanding of the Deity and his works. 

. But the belief i.n Special Providences ih^s also a 
secondary origin in Desire. Some 'nations and indi- 
viduals have 'a powerful desire to be considered par- 
ticiflarly important and righteous in the .sight of the- 
Creator. It is gratifying and supporting to some pecu- 
liarly constructed minds, to think themselve.s divinely 
favored, divinej^’, commissioned, divinely endowed;. to 
believe themselves to be the chosen, few particularly 
in the possession of a “high calling;’' -and thus<ictu- 
ated, such individuals, by first deceiving others, for 
the purpose of -receiving the- approbation and emolu- 
ments conseciuent upon such po.'iitions and endowments, 
ultimately deceive themselves. ‘ I once came in con- 
tact with an individual whose love of distinction, 
approbation, notoriety, and "personal powc-r, wcu’c .so 
strong, and so predominated oVer his imperfectly 
developed attributes of prudence . and conscienlious- 
iiess, that he was moved to set himself up as the Jews’ 
Messiah. . Atdirst ft was but pretension ; but at last 
he himself earnestly believed it ; and did many things 
in demonstration of what he supposed to be bis pecu- 
liar and personal mission to that unadvanced and dis- 
united people. But the belief w^e are considering can 
also be traced to Education ; therefore, ignorance, and 
doctrinal education, (which is mainly ignorance subli- 
mated,) and desire, are, in numerous forms and 'states of 
combination, the causes of a belief in Special or Im- 
mediate providences. 
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There is, however, a belief of the understanding, in 
the local and universal ..government of God, which is 
adequate to supply every demand of the pure 'and 
reasonable intellect. And this is the helhf in the 
Perfection, the Unchangeableness, and in the Univer- 
sality; of the Principles of Divine Government and Leg- 
islatu)n, ♦These Principles are so admirably arranged 
as to comprehfeHd, profitct and- govern, the Mighty 
Orb, the^“ fading Sparrow,” the insect's Kye, and the 
liiiman Soul. These princij)les are simply the rules 
or modes by which the Great Moving Pt’incipic governs 
the Universe, and bostows his universal care and 
blessings upon all created things... '.These .Laws, by 
which lie thus governs, arc so unchangeiible and per- 
fect as to render .supemafural manifestations both 
u.se!(‘ss and positively impossible.' 

The miracle of changing water into wine, attributed 
to .ki.sus, is iij direct opposition to th^ established laws 
of lluids and gases ; and again, the miraefc of the res- 
toration, of Lazarus to life and health, subsetpiently to 
the death and decomposition of his body, is in positive 
antagonism to the determined laws of life #nd oi’ganiza- 
tion ; and so, likewi.se, the miraculous birth of .lesiis is 
no less a positive violation of the immutable laics ' o[ 
reproduction and procreation. 

The proof that these exhibitions of Special Provi- 
dences never did o(*ur precisely as they are related, 
is to be found in the fact that the Deity and his Laws 
•Ave. perfect and unchangeable^ But, it inay be said, that 
these miracles were performed according to preor- 
dained out previously inactive law.s, which laws were 
called into effect, for the first time, when and where 
those miracles were wrought; and it may^also be said, 
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'bat the Deity, “ knowing the 'End even from the 
Beginning,”- did, in order to bring about these as- 
tounding developments of migkt and design, institute 
and make an eternal provision for the special action of 
“a set of principles, ^which, previous or subsequent to 
the birth' of Jesus, were not intended to be brought 
into retpiisition. This hyj')othesis, entertaiHed by the 
most intelligent theologians throughttut Christendom, 
is l•('flIted upon the ground that the Dei/// is an linal- 
tcrahh Being ; that his laws arc proofs of his uhchangc- 
ahleness, and, conse(iuentlv,-that he cannot make a 
set of laws for one age of the world, which in their 
action will develop effects in direct opposition to his 
universally established modes of being and doing in 
every other age. For, should it be admitted that God 
acted at one period in positive violation’ or contradic- 
tion of his works in every other period, then arc the 
unchangcableness and the integrity of his character 
impeached, ..and all true confidence in his Infinite 
Perfection shaken and*unsettled. 

But again it may be urged, that. God is All-power- 
ful, and tlu#‘ he, therefore, cun at pleasure suspentl, 
Iraiisiriul, or deslroy any jjet of .Laws which originated 
with him ; and that the miracles attributed to Jesus and 
others, together with the many instances of Divine special 
attention and interposition, ’ recorded on the pages 
of profane and ecclesiastical hi|^ory, were developed 
and performed, not by violating, but by suspending or 
transcending the operation of those Laws' which are 
found to be,'at other times, undeviating throughout 
Nature. To this again the reply is, that the Perfec- 
tion and Unchangeableness of the Laws of the Deity 
render t hose* «miracles and divine interpositions both 
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useless and impossible. Ancl, furthermore, it is not to 
be, for one moment, admitted that the Deity did create 
those Laws which operate so consistently throughout 
the illimitable Universe, 

The Laws of Nature, like Nature itself and the 
human soul, were not created by the Deity,' but were 
and are, the spontaneous attributes of his divine Exist- 
ence arid Constitution. In other Avoids, the}' are the 
inevitable and indispensable developments of the 
Divine Essence. Hence I affirm, that the Deity did 
no more create the Laws of Nature than did they 
create him ; they arc sim{)ly the outer manifestations 
of the interna^ essential principles iwhich constitute 
his existence aiul Organization ; aM conse(|uently, 
th(i Deity and his Laws are equally beyond the pbs- 
sibiliiy of being changed, suspended, transcended, or. (/e- 
stroijed. All arguments concerning the jiossibility of 
special jirovidences, or of superuatui'a! manifestations and 
miracles* of any cluiracter or extent, whici\ are claimed 
and believed by many nations, sects, and" individuals, 
can have their intrinsfe value summarily determined 
by the syllogistic form of demonstration t'^Tluis — 

1st Proposition. — Joshua- claimed to ha.ve commanded 
and caused the Sun and Moon to stand still for several 
hours. * 

2nd Proposition. — The Deity and his Laws are. 
unchamgeable. 

. 3rd, Conclusion. — Therefore, Joshua was either de- 
ceiving or deceived. 

® ■ 

And again, — 

1st Proposition. Matthew, Murk, ImUc, John, and 
modern Christian religious teachers, claim for Jesus a 

4 #. 
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tupernalnral birth, and a supernatural poiver of toorking 
' astonishm!>: miracles. 

2ncl Projiosition. — The Laws of Nature are beyond 
the possibility of being changed, suspended, transcended, or 
destroyed. 

. 3rd, Conclusion. — Therefore, Mat then), Mark^.Luke, 
'and .John were mistaken, and' modern Christian , religious 
Teachers are deceived. • 

'J’lui' consolyi^ belief which Hows from the under- 
standing into the affections, and which is capable of 
satisfying the reasonable demands of thd soul, is a 
belief that God Is j)crfect and unchangeable ; that -he 
lives through all things, and has inad^ life, harmony;, 
and hapi)iness, atlainablc to all. When the human mind 
Obneeives and believes that God is impartial, and that 
he displays his natural and harmonious attributes 
thro_ugho\it Nature, and . in the deepest recesses of the 
Soul, then it will rc^t and be happy. An individual, thus 
believing, is‘ perfectly invincible to the invasions and 
tirades of that fallacious education, and heiaulitary 
prejudice, which exist in the xvorld. The convinced 
soul is not disturbed by every “ word of doctrine it 
is not moved by the preaching of miraculous manifes- 
tations, as demonstrating the divine commission of any 
man; nor can the oi physical resurrection, or 

final judgment, or eternal ■ condemnation, or any other 
absurdity ami fallacy of the popular schools, affect the 
convinced understanding ; for such know |hat God is 
an Gternal Magnet of concentrated Goodnessj*^and that 
.man’s [)athw'ay is eternally onward and upward to- the 
Supreme Attractioirt • 

God is sudiciently minute, local, and immediate, in his 
providences, to impart life and beauty to everything 
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throughout the innumerabrc ramifications of infinite 
Creation. He possesses within himself the principles 
of all Motion, alj* Life, all Sensation, and all Intel- 
ligence. He is the Infinite Germ of the Great Uni- 
versal Tree of Causation ; and according to the abso- 
luteness of self-existence, and consequent necessity, 
his celestial essences and essential principles unfold 
and How, with the rniaukst precision, into the smallest 
atoms and organizations in nature. 

It is not good, nor is it true or -elevating, to believe 
that God originally designed and instituted an endless 
succession of consecutive causes and effects Tor the 
express purpose of giving birth to just such mi or^an- 
izatiofi as .lesus had, or such as ally other individual 
may possess. But it is very good *and righteous; to 
believe that God unfolds apd develops, from out of the 
inexhaustible plenitude of his Infinite Life and consti- 
tutioib a vast combination of Laws and Elements 
which will go on etcrnulli/, elaborating human spirits, 
and will continue to improve and perfect them more 
and more in proportion as the circumstances of liirth, 
of climate, of education and governilient, advance 
toward intellectual development. and individual perfec- 
tion. Hence it is unreasonable and unrighteous to 
believe that God takes special notice of those numerous 
transgressions, by which individuals only injure and 
experimentally educate themselves. Nor is it good to 
believe that God exerts his omnijiotent power, with 
the express design of arresting the action of jihysical 
lavvs or' eleittents, or to*send rain, or to bestow special 
endowments, or signal prlvilcgeSj or particular gratifi 
cations, in answer to the prayers of the, so styled, 
righteous. For such a belief would be admitting God 
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to be a “ respecter of persons,” and also the cause of 
inconceivable injustices and injuries to some — yea, it 
would be naaking him a mutable Being. 

Let us think of this proposition, — let us consider, 
that, any clergyman, (it may be the present Pope 
Pius,) thought by many to be a righteous inai], — sup- 
pose he prays -for the protection of the king, for the 
, enrichment of the kingdmn, and for the jxjrpetuation 
of {^.monarchial or theocratical system of government. 
And su[)pose that at the same time, a, representative 
of the people prays a§ fervently for the downfall of the 
king, ahd for the establishment of»a republic instead 
of a kingdom. Of course, these oj)posing supplica-. 
tions are addressed to one and the same God. Now 
if ‘|he Deity who rules the universe should grant the 
prayer of one of these individuals, the desires of the 
other would necessarily be ungratilicil, -^his particu- 
lar favor bestowed upon the one party would perhaps 
result in immense evils to the other. Again, a 
righteous man, living upon the mountain side, may 
earnestly pray for . rain, to cause his fruit-trees and 
agricultural productions to yield abundantly ; whilst 
another equally righteous man, living in the valley 
beneath, having already had a great supply of I’ain 
upon his farm,. in consccpience of water accumulating 
in his springs from oft' the adjacent hills, and knowing 
that any more, yasn/nvi, would injure his forthcoming 
crops, he therefore earn^st^' prays to God ’for liiir 
weather. Now if the prayer of the one be granted, 
the other will sustain great injury in his pecuniary 
interests, and so, vice versa. Hence, to be just and 
impartial, God must exist and govern according ,to 
imiversal and unchangeable principles. 
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In considering special and universal- providences • 
with a belief of the understanding, the highest and 
greatest comfort flowing therefrom is based upon the 
glorious and already (to me) demonslrated truth, that 
our earth is environed by a Spiritual World. And not 
only is our earth thus surrounded, but so likewise arc 
all the earths or planets belonging to our solar .system 
In truth, there i.s a great sphere of spiritual existences, ' 
which, touching it, girdle the material sphere,. a part 
of which we are at present existing iii ; and again, en- 
circling that sphere, are a galaxy of greater spheres, 
more refined and <nore magnificent ; which are in- 
habited by' spirits, drawm onward by tji’o eternal 
magnet of Supreme Goodness. Thus there is a chain 
extending from man Jo- Deity! And all that we tfto 
de.-^ii'e in the form of attention and dispensatton is 
ahunduiUly supplied, and handed down to us, by and 
through the spiritual inhabitants of higher spheres, ^the 
links in that chain of Love ! 

4'he human soul is constructed upon musical prin- 
ciples, wdiich impart to it a constitutional tendency 
toward harmony a.nd happiness. The #rious attrac- 
tions to which its tones respond are Self-love, Conju- 
gal-love, Parental-love, Fraternal-love, Filial-love, 
and UniversaHove. But what I desire to. impress 
licre is, that these Loves are innate affinities which 
draw soul to soul ;• which cause the human mind to 
feel attracted to corresponding loves or affinities in other 
minds, without reference to ti^e, space, age, position, 
education or circumstances. Therefore, should con- 
jugal-love prompt an individual soul to pray for conju- 
gal association, and should that soul’s true associate 
reside in the Spiritual World, it is almost certain that 
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the prayer of the yearning heart on earth will be cer 
tainly answered by the spirit, which is impelled' bj 
this irresistible attraction to seek its true comj)anion 
But here let it -be remembered that all ^irits and 
angels were once men; lived in physical organizulion!' 
as we dp ; and died, as we die, prev ious to their de- 
partun; for the spirit-home; And we all have l elatives 
there — parents, sisters, and brothers, perhaps, and 
also relatives Recording to spiritual afhnities. Atid the 
Spirit World is not far olf; it is very near, around and 
above us at all times ; and that which was truly joined 
liere is not separated there; death does not divide, 
lior does it j’cmove the loved oncis beyond the reach of 
the si)irit’s desires or prayers. As conjugal-love is 
answered by some spirit having* a corresponding at- 
traedibn, so are other loves responded to by corre- 
sponding loves ; and thus there proceeds to. us, and 
that not unfrecjuenlly, a vast variety of good sugges- 
tions and righteous injpulsc.s, irom some of our natural 
or spiritual relatives who-now reside in higher spin-res. 
And thus, too, when the soul is o;«-ne.stly pru> ing 
for knowledge whereby to direct .social government, 
or for light upon the great problem of reorganizing 
and harmonizing society, it is perfectly safe and ?-eq- 
smiahh; to believe that the noble. spirits who have lifcS 
among us on the earth, and who are now particularly 
educateil in the.se (piestions, draw nigh, and, perhaps, 
insinuate some valuablg thoughts into the under- 
standing of the praying .spirit, — this would be a 
response to the fraternal-love, or the love of the 
neighbor. Hence we may truthfully, say that Prpvi- 
dence Imparts special information — not by direct and 
immediate, design, but by the operation of those natural 
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and unchangeable iiiws whereby are governed the uni- 
versal combinations of Mind and Matter. Spiritual 
intercourse is developed and rendered universally 
practicable by the Law of Association, or liy the Law' 
of A (fi nit ^s. Therefore , whoever should tnitlifully and 
sincerely desire or pray for light upon governmental 
and social subjects, whereby to reform society and 
develoj) harmony among men, he would, j)robably, if 
^usV-rji/i/de lotinlerior mprrssioiis, receive something, it 
might be, from the now' educated Moses — or Lycurgus 
— or Solon — -.or Plato ; for each of these individuals 
had tlndr fraternal-love considerably developed and 
rutlimentally educated by the friction of social and 
other (urcumstances previous to their de{)arture for 
the Sup('rior Country. So also, should any ijidividila) 
earne-.!!y seek to be enlightened concerning spiritual 
and r('!igious truths; should he j)ray l<)'know ihore 
of tlod and the Universe, it is mon? tlijin possible, it 
is pn faille., that the now advance(i Paul — ,or David — 
or .Tolin — or Fenelon — or some departed ndative. 
Having the filial-love fully developed and in constant 
exercise, would impart sweet instructions, and satisfy 
the iriiiuirer. • 

1 desire the rcader-to seek an illustration and con- 
firmation of thjs fact by disciplining an<l unfolding the 
miriil to the influx of spiritual impressions. 

Responses from J;he Spirit World will never be con- 
flicting ; and,- therefore, should an individual pray and 
receive what *he considers a 'reply, and should this 
reply contradict what others have said or revealed, 
then the only criterion by* which to judge of its truth 
or falsehood is the unfailing standard of Nature and 
Reason For instance — if a person should affirm 
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after earnestly praying, or while in what is raodernl} 
termed the magnetic stai^e, that he had heard or per- 
ceived that the sun and moon were stationary during 
the period assigned by Joshua, then the^statement 
must be tested by Nature, and Nature must^ibe tested 
by Reason. Again, if an individual (Emanuel Swe- 
denborg or Jacob Reman, for instance) should allirm 
that he jierccived in the Spiritual World that the Bible 
is the Word of God-r- that it is a sacred Embodiment* 
of Truth — that it contains no errors — then the truth- 
fulness of such an affirmation must be tested by refer- 
ring it to the unchangeable and immeasurable Standard 
of Nature and Reason' — thus : 

1. The Bible is affirmed to he at.l true. 

. ;'2. Joshua’s minack is recorded in the Bible, which is 
not true. ' • 

3. Conclusion — The affir-malion is false. 

l^ture ami Rea.son are, the only mathematicians 
who can perfectly demonstrate and unfailingly exhibit 
the true or false character of every statement which 
the pi’ofoundly ignorant, as Atell as the educated mind, 
may be moved to make, under ahy conceivable cir- 
cumstances. . . 

Tlie embracing nearness of the Spiritual World, 
and its accessibleness, furnishes the spu’it. with ev.tery 
advantage and gratification it should desire, through 
the mediums of providential dispensations or Divine 
interposition. But if the ambitious afid aSpiring Chris-, 
tian heart is dissatisfied with the mediae and indirect 
manner in which its prayers to God are answered — 
dissatisfied because the Deity himself does not more 
directly hearken to itii invocations, then I desire to im- 
press that heart with this truth : that no human spirit 
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lias yet conceived a ihought, or uttered a word, as 
it conceives of the Father, siifficienllij magnanimous, 
sublime, or expressive, to be applied to even one of 
the glorious individuals, who, though once a resident 
upon some Earth, now treads the beautiful paths and 
Ih.'vvering valleys of (Ju; Sj)irit-nome. 

Think not, because God is so inconceivable in his 
Greatness, . so elc\ ated above special prayer, and 
special action, that he is tlir removed from our spirits 
— no, he 

“ Lives in the soul, inloriius our mortal part, 

Aa full, as perftict in a hair as heart; 

As full, as perfect in vile man that inonrns, 

As in tlic rapt seraph that adores and burns.” 

And so near is he, that in him we daily and hourly 
“ live, move, and have our being,” — we arc in him 
and of him, and us the bodi/, brandies, twigs, leaves, buds, 
blussoms and fruit of a tree are unfolded aii'l minutely 
developed from the essences and beginning principles 
which were originally ' deposited in its Gem, so does 
the Great Germinal* Essence of the Universal Tree 
unfold and develop the minutest brandies, buds, blossoms, 
and organizations, which perfume and adorn the Stu« 
pendous Whole. 

If a particular bud, or a chosen number of buds, 
should set up a claim to special blessings and atten- 
tions, and should they invoke and adjure the Gtami to 
dispense a large* share of its life and Iluids to them, the 
other buds may remain perfedhj satisfied ihat justice will 
[)residc over every dispensation of the moving principle 
which gave them birth. So, lil||wise, should 'any 
individual, or class of individuals, make pretensions to 
righteousness in consequence whereof they presume 
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to invoke, importune, and adjure the Deity to grant 
them sjiecial, immcdiale, and eternal favors, other indi- 
viduals may rest perfectly satisfied that the Deity ami 
liis Laws are Equal, beyond the possibility of Cliance, 
Suspension, or Separation , and hence, that Eknicn 
Justice will preside over the distribution of. Divine- life 
and happiness to every flower and spirit, to every atom 
and serapli, that has an existence anywhere in the wide- 
spread gardens of God! 


Having ascertained that the Laws of Nature are un- 
changeable, and that the Deity never alters his inode 
of being, we may now, by way of an application of 
these Truths, ihquirc — 

WILVT IS MEANT RY THE SIN AE.MNST THE 
HOliY GlIOST J 

The sin'against the Holy Ghostj which is generally 
understood as being the unpardonable sin, is suscep- 
tible of a more reasonable interpretation than the 
learned scholars of early centuries, and the biblical 
commentators of moderuxtimes, have bestewed upon 
it. This question ^f the unpai’donable sin has agi- 
tated many noble and educated minds; and it .is not 
unlikely that it has confounded and frightened many 
honest and timid minds who have seawhed the primi- 
tive history for truths and everlasting life. But those 
clergymen and commentators who. have inquired co.n- 
cerning the true meaning of this passage in the Bible, 
have been thoroughly satisfied, I believe, that it was a 
sin they never had^emselves cotnmitted. If it ever 
was committed, they think the sin is certainly chargeable 
upon some neiglibor , or a certain class of individuals. 
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Athanasius believed it was chargeable upon the 
Pharisees, for their contcinjit of Christ and his works, 
which they maliciously and wickedly imputed to the 
agency of the Devil, being at the same time fully 
persuaded that those works were performed in a good 
spirit ; and in this imputation is an implicit disbelief in 
Christ’s divine and supernatural origin.; thus eonsti-- 
tilling, in the mind of a believer in supernatural and 
mysterious things, a most formidable sin, one too 
intrinsically evij to be forgiven. 

'J'he (litVerencc betwei'n a sin against the Holy Ghost 
m l a sin of ignorance, of forgetfulness, of neglect, of 
.nadvertency, and other minor sins against positive or 
negative precepts and customs, consists in the former 
sin being totally unpardonable, and the hilfcr sin being 
[lossible’ to forgive until seventy times seven. But, I 
fhiolv it will apjiear to . those who are ’ accustomed to 
the e.in[)ioym(yit of their reason, that the punishment 
winch is generally affi.\ed to the commission of the, 
unpardonable sin is enlirdi/ at variance with those fair 
proportions which al\v;ays characterize the principles 
of justice and truth. • 

'I'lic relation between this crime and its puni.shment 
is no more consistent, just, or ii^imatc', than burning 
a member of the body, or sowing seed, in America, and 
feeling the pain, or reaping the harvest, in Hngland. 
Nor are we to suppose that an individual, who (com- 
pared with the infinite Creator) is but a finite and 
almost insignificant creature, can possibly commit a 
crime which will be attended with eternal conse- 
(iuen^es. For, let it be thoroughly iinpreissed, that the 
human mind can no more break or*mar one of the eter 
nal Laws of Nature than it can render the Deity iinpci 
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feet or unhappy! To believe that God will punish tn- 
finildij human beings for any finite transaction, is to 
believe that God^is unjust — yea., even according to 
human principles of goodness and e(iuity. Any 
punishment, to b6 just, must be proportionata to the 
magnitude of the transgression ; and, thcrefoi (‘, th(^ 
idea of an individual being punished with an ever- 
lasting punishment lor that sin, which (according lu 
true philosophy) is only an injury done to himself, is 
an idea only suitable to the barren. mind of the bai ba- 
rian. 

But the true explanation of the idea of an unpardon- 
able sin, (which idea I am willing should remain 
clothed in the terms, “ sin against the Holy Ghost,”) 
is now deemed necessaiy. 

The terms Holy Ghost are applied, -in theology, 
almost exclusively to the third person in the Godhead, 
but this furnishes no clue to a proper int^r])retation of 
the idea. The idea is siin[)ly as follows : — 

The Great Positive Mind lives, rhoves, and governs, 
in the vast universe of blind and matter, acct)rding to 
certain fixed laws or rules-, which constitute the IMy 
Ghost, or llvcdlimt Laws that ]>roceed from Jiis Sj)irit 
into All things. T^'e term signifies cxedlnit ; 

and the term Ghost signifies law or laws. The indi- 
vidual is always under the control of three laws, which 
laws operate with an undeviating precision* in his 
physical system, in his social relations, and in his 
moral and spiritual connections, to the world without, 
and to fhe world within him. These laws require the 
individual to be harmonious' in his physical organiza- 
tion, harmonious in his social system, and in his mind. 
Indeed, a perfectly healthy body, and situation, and 
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arc absolutely (IcmaiuloJ by the Holy Ghost, or 
'^•.(•e!lcut Laws of our being. Inasmuch as we are 
i;overnetl by, and arc only .happy and harinotiiuus 
when obeying, the princij-les of our entire existence, it 
is ])iain that anj' deviation from them noulil result in 
discord and tinhapitiiicss, to an extent always ju'opor- 
tio!i il(! to the extent of the dev iation ; and let it be 
i’uliy an. 1 indelibly impre-ssed u])<)n the laind, that llnrc 
is ,i:> jiosaHjh iViiij (f escajii/i;^ Ihn .(itid entire ton- 

.v'r i.'iic s of any infruiy;e.mciil upon the ■ojicrulio/i if tlieae 
Niitiiral .or Dinne Laws. If you violate the laws -of 
digestion, of graviialion, of reproduction, of locomo- 
tion, or of any of the functions of the body or mind, or 
any of the natural rclatrons which subsist between 
indiviJuals in society, you will receive the Irpilimiile 
, ■nseqnenris of youf violation, and there is no other 
■i,-):icmenl. 

'J'iie ansWjCr to the c|uestion unui'r consideration 
c, iiiirally comes ifl^ at this point. It is this : 

.\n infringement upon the operation of Natuiads 
Irovs cannot' he forgiven, but- tniist be settled by the 
iiidividu.al’s sun'ering.the consequences of the infringe- 
ment. In other words, a sin against the Holy Gho.st, 
or against Natural Laws, cannot,, be Ibrgiven — cannot 
bfe pai-doncd — cannot be mitigated — cannot Ixi aug- 
mented, but niusf be settled by a full and complete 
cx{)crience of consequences, according to the nature 
and extent of the sin. 

It may bq supposed that an individual is punish<-d, 
not according to what hc has done, but according to 
what he intended to do. If this opinion is entertained 
with referen.cc to the commission of the uiq.'aidonabh: 
sin, and In justification of the eternal punishment of 
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the individual who commits it, then I would refer such 
a believer, for a full rcfutation of his opinion, to those 
laws by which we are. uncn in^ly governed. If tin 
individual intends to burn bis whole body, and only 
biiru.s a (iiiger, lie does not suffer lor what he intriuhd 
In do, but for what h(i d/d do, to his physical sysfeuu. 
Should an individual intend to murder a neighbnrliood,. 
but, failing -.to accomplish Ids original design, only 
causes the death of tjf?e person, tlnui he do(>s not sufh'r 
for what he did, but for what he inwnnlly believes, or 
feels, to be the intrinsic; evil. of his iiftenlions. The 
deed w'hieli would make a civilized man unhapp}-, 
would render an Indian mvfnl. A man is ])uni.shed -hy 
the physical laws l()r what lie doc.'s, and by the moral 
laws, for what he conceives to be the real wic-.kednc'ss 
of Ills iiitolUions. But when the wicked intent iMi 
ceases to inliabit the ehanibers of the mind, then the 
individual is no longer committing sin; and is, conse 
ciucnlly, no longer piuushcd. The ptinishmcnts con- 
secpicnt upon evil intentions arc exclusively experi- 
enced by the individual intending evil ; and tlie causes 
oi’ his sulfering are to be foiuuhin those inoi’diiiali' 
dc'sires or actions wliicb generate discord in bis in- 
harmonious nature. Thus, anything whicdi produces 
discord in the jihysical, or social, or moral systems of 
our bc'iiig, will cause us to suffer a physical, social, or 
moral punishment, and such punishment is always in 
proportion tc* the extent and character of. the distuib- 
anee produced. But, inasmuch as the primary causes 
( f these disturbances are hereditary, cdu’cational, and 
circumstantial, it therefore follows that when thc.se 
causes cease to exist, these disturbances w'ill also 
cease to exist ; and hence there will not be a per- 
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petuatipn of effects or punishments throughout the 
length arid breaiith of eternity, as clergymen generally 
aflirm. Now what it is well rij, believe is, that every 
infringement u])ou the physidkl or moral laws of our 
being will be followed by its aj)propriate conse- 
(juenccs — and from them there is .no esn/jc. 'fherefore, 
such infringements are sins against the Holy Ghost, 
and should every Chrtstian in I'xistenco be executed 
upon a cross, it- would not lessen a single pang,- or 
save the individual from the legitimate effects of such 
righteous and efficient causes. 
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TO THE READER. 


The following “ Thoughts concerning Religion” were 
delivered by the author at the Hartford Bible Conven- 
tion. They are rc-published in order to meet objections 
wliicli generally jjrcvail in reference to the propriety of 
making Religion and Theology topics for free investiga- 
tion and free discussion. The author has presented his 
“ impressions ” in a fair and forcible style’, which even 
the most superficial reader cannot fail to comprehend. 
It is hoped and believed that th. author’s “ Free 
Thoughts” will find their acquaintance in thousands of ' 
minds 


THE PUBLISHER. 




THOUGHTS CONCEllNING RELIGION. 


The course of Nature is marked by vast and mighty 
changes. In the lower departments of llio physical 
world one set of circumstances continue till their mission 
is complotod, when tlicy gradually expire, and from 
their ashes a new order of things is born into existence, 
livery great general improvement in the physi(^al aspect 
of the globe — every magnificent alteration in the re- 
lation of things — is preceded, accompanied, and suc- 
ceeded by some grand announcement and startling dem- 
onstration. The formation of mounfedns — those glorious 
symbols of everlasting truth — was accomplished by the . 
most terrible -convulsions. From centre to circumference 
the terrestrial ball is shaken — portions fall while others 
rise — the earth trembles and quakes — and so arc made 
the lofty mount, the beautiful valley, the undulating 
landscape, and the ocean's bed. But observe : terrible 
changes are never terrible in fact ! Every alteration in 
Nature's domain is invariably succeeded by better cir- 
cumstances. It is only man’s short-sightedness which 
hinders his perception of the future good. 

So in the religious world. There are circumstances 
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— conditions of mind and organizatioif— which demand 
a change. And he who interrogates the page of progress 
on this point, receives hack the answer that in the 
religious world great and startling alterations have from 
age to ago occurred — disturbing, for the time being, 
the body of mankind with paroxysms of dreadful appre- 
hension, But these changes are inevitable — indis- 
pensable, in fact, to the development and education of 
the world. The mounts of truth, the va^t territories of 
reform, are thrown up out of dogmatism hnd despotism 
by stupendous efforts. And the genius of history, with 
pen and ink ready, stands ever near to record the causes 
and consequences of the alteration. So posterity and 
subsc([ucnt generations are enlightened ; and the world 
at last learns the lesson, that Truth, like the ocean’s 
tide, is ever onward and resistless, 

’There is nothing .strong enough to stay the immutable 
workings of this principle of change — this law of alter- 
nation — this method of the universe ! Kings, priests 
and tyrants utter heart-rending groans, and remonstrate 
bitterly at the awfulucss and majesty of Change. Where- 
fore ? Because thdy are so delightfully circumstanced 
ill external things, and so strongly intrenched in the 
compelled ignorance and consequent servitude of the 
masses ! But, thanks to the Supreme Power of the 
universe, the law of reform works unchangeably onward, 
and the dreaded hour at last arrives. The voice of justice, 
so long silenced by prevailing powers, is heard thunder- 
ing o’er palace and cathedral ; and all time-sanctified 
institutions are invaded by the disciples of reason,, not- 
withstanding the lamentations of their conservative pro- 
prietors and dreamy inhabitants ! 
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The object of this Convention * is to explore and in- ' 
vestigate the origin^ aiithbrity and influence of the Old 
and New Testaments. 

What a question for the nineteenth century ! In the 
opinion of many well-meaning persons, a convention, 
with such an object in view, can be notliing less .thnn an 
act of supererogation. . They suppose the origin, authority 
and influence of the Testaments to l)e as well established 
as the sun in the heavens. This supcrslUion is t]ie chief 
in Christendom. Unaided ]fy the revelations of science, 
how could the early inhabitants give us a Bilde without 
mythology and errors ? Without a philosophical and 
historical understanding of the origin of the Bible, how 
can we estimate its authority ? Without |i knowledge 
of tin; (;ause and extent of its authority^ how can w(% 
ascertain the merits and demerits of its influence ? These, 
surely, are the questions for this age, .because this age, 
more than an^ other, possesses the recpiisite inlormation 
to answ(ir them. The miracle of Joshua could not be 
answered until the immutable laws of planetary harmony 
were discovered ; the cosmological thcrory. of Moses could 
not be answered until the science of geology was de- 
veloped. As these sciences have /or the Jirst time, gained 
a footing among the people, even so for the first time 
are the people 'prepared for the examination of the ques- 
tions before this' Convention. 

In certain prudential minds are dwelling diverse doubts 
respecting the utility of conventions^ cither as insfruments 
of good or exponents of truth, more especially when 


• The Convention here alluded to, as stated in the preface, is the “ Hart- 
ford Bible Convention ” of 1853. By bearing in mind the fact that the 
author delivered the above at this Convention, the reader will understand 
the application of the references made to it in subsequent paragraphs. — Ed 
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called to the consideration of sacred themes. Most per- 
sons are educated to regard religion as too holy a matter 
for debate. I think that anything is too holy for an 
angry debate, bat nothing is too sacred for calm investi- 
gation ! ’ ' 

As every fountain declares the impurities and excel- 
lences of its own waters, so, in ‘this Convention, where 
individuality of character is particularly encouraged, 
must each speaker stand, in presence of his own con- 
science, responsible for tin# utterances of his nature. 
This is free discussion. And my recommendation to 
each one is, lie watchful, lest, in the exercise of this 
blessed privilege, you get too much inspiration through 
combativeiiess instead of conscientiousness ; and, in 
your anxiety to enforce a proposition, bo carelul lest 
your thoughts fall from the* magnificent posture of ;>rm- 
ciples to the common error of personalities. The Con- 
vention, if conducted with .these simple^ precautions, 
cannot fail of doing good. 

I have said, that no matter was too sacred for calm 
debate. The plea that religion is too delicate and divine 
for analytical examination, is, in my estimation, the 
excuse of unsound and timid minds. My eternal motto 
is, “Any theory, hypothesis, philosophy, sect, creed or 
institution, that fears investigation, openly manifests its 
own error.’’ 

We do not plant ourselves gladiatorially in the arena 
as mere antagonists and combatants — not as mere dc- 
structionis^ts, extremists and infidels — but in fraternal 
love, as the disciples of God-given eeason, as the un- 
compromising advocates for universal liberty of body and 
soul, as constructionists and lovers of moderation and 
temperance in all things, and as unflinching believers in 
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the existence and universality of Eternal Ttuth. Thus 
armed and equipped we come forth, and call upon every 
individual to bring his best thoughts on the points at 
issue before this Convention. The plea that religion is 
too sacred for public discussion appears transceiulenlly 
absurd vvheri it is recollected that this subject is publiely 
debated in every pulpit in Christendom ! Hut there is 
no freedom in it. Every stamp of mind is engaged in 
discoursing religion to the people. Hut it is all prieslly 
.and dogmatic. It is done fti the pulpit — a consecrated 
battlement, where laymen, no matter how talenhul and 
accomplished, are not allowed to.. enter ! Hut we come 
to ike friuman's jyulpit — to the public rostrum — and 
invito hither the victims of the other mode of discussing 
religion. *Wc urge them to prefer their charges, state 
their grievances, put their olycctions ; and the candid 
de voices of whatever creed arc hereby warned to a[)[)eai 
before a public tril)unal, and defend their theology and 
tlieir interpretations of it, against the aspe^rsions of dis- 
.atreeted minds. 

Our course may be condemned, but let it be duly 
rennnnbered that the causes for calling this Convoidion 
would not exist if Christendom were blessed with Free 
Pulpils. By free pulpits I mean churches where tlie 
reformer, the temperance man, the anti-slavery man, 
and the man of science, can go and lay his principle's 
before the people — churches where conscience is kindly 
treated, where the law of individual liberty is worshipped. 

Instead of this — which would do away with all 
necessity for Bible Conventions, and with all independent 
meetings for free discussion. — the minister is cncouragcMl 
in his efibrte to denounce and defame any new move- 
ment with his accustomed dogmatism, encouraged to 
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prejudice the people against a matter of which they 
know absolutely nothing ; and then, like the despotism 
of the Austrian government, the pulpit official closes up 
as far as possible every avenue to the presentation of si 
defence from the parties aggrieved. And what effects 
do these religious circumstances develop ? I will show 
you. The people, conscious of having much truth, are 
driven at last from the pulpit of dogmatic theology to 
the platform of free discussion. And the consequence 
will be, that the public rostrum will supersede the pulpit 
in value and for purposes of instruction. 'Yea, our course 
may bo condemned, as were the developments of Ga- 
lileo ; but I tell you that this Convention is but the 
effect of a set of circumstances, in the religious world, 
which oven one-sided and bigoted minds must apprehend 
and confess. When the cause is removed, tho effect 
will disappear. 

. Most persons are educated to regard religion as being 
too holy for public debate. But what is education 1 It 
is an implantation of certain symbols of thouglit, trans- 
ferred from one mind to another, as the ai'tist. paints on 
cauviis. Thoughts are not given in this way, but the 
symbols or forms of expression into Avhich the internal 
forces of the mind flow up. All the liquid elements of 
mentality are formed and fashioned in accordance w'ith 
the symbols placed upon the mind by the hand of the 
master — just as water takes the exact shape of the 
vessel into which it is poured ! 

Is education, then, a sacred and. reliable authority ? 
I low do you know whether the writer of the Shorter 
Calcchisin was correct or incorrect 1 How do you know 
whether the religion of Moses was right or wrong ? 
God speaks in the sanctuary of the living soul ! He 
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writes ‘his religion upon the everlasting hills. It is 
simple, grand, universal. It never changes. But do 
synib<ijs remain unchanged ? . The Old Testament idea 
of justice is our idea of revenge. The old conceptions 
of God will suit the modern devil. What though the 
Hindoo be educated to believe certain religious thoughts, 
is ho therefore to be left undisturbed ? Do not Cliris- 
tians send missionaries to place Christian symbols upon 
the heathen’s mind ? Shall we not, therefore, as Nature’s 
missionaries, place Nature’s symbols upon the Christian 
mind ? The heathen loves his idols which man made ; 
the Christian loves his Bible which man made ; but we 
love Nature — physical, spiritual and celestial — which 
God made, and sanctifies with the undying glories of his 
Spirit. 

hot. us discriminate betw^een religion and ll\c symbols 
or vessels whicli are supposed to contain it. 

If we have ivrang symbols, llie shape of^ our religion 
wnll be also wTong ! Man ontgrows the clothing cf. his 
y^outli ; may he not also outgrow the symbols of his 
religion ? The essence of all rerudons may be im- 
maculate, which I fully believe, but if the symbols con- 
taining it be deformed, does it not follow that the shape 
of the reUgion would bo correspondingly defective ? 

If you admit tlie probability of this proposition — 
which I think you cannot escape — then, let me ask, 
how can you inform your own mind whether or not your 
religion be in the proper shape, unless you ifiake the 
subject a theme for calm investigation ? ‘‘ Agitation of 

thought is the beginning of -wisdom.” But you fear to 
investigate! Anything which fears investigation ^openly 
manifests its own error. Do you fear to investigate 
religion lest you be led away from the smile of Heaven ? 



12 


. What a groundless, ignorant fear ! Is not heaven illim- 
. itable as the universe ? Is not God everywhere present ? 
Can you be led away from a Divine Spirit -^ho is 
“before all things, and in whom all things consist?” 
Do you fear that by investigation you shall cease to be 
religious ? Nay, nay, fear not ; for true religion is the 
life of the soul ! The love of worship is the strongest 
love, although in different natures it has different modes 
of manifestation. Religion and human existence arc 
one and the same in essence. 

Suppose the Emperor Constantine saw fit to call a 
convention of bishops and laymen for religious purposes ; 
and suppose he and they, after much confusion and dis- 
pute, decided upon what books should bo regarded as 
“the Word of God,” and what books should be rejected 
as spurious gospel — thus, by virtue oi external authority, 
manufacturing for the whole woyld, and for all subsequent 
generations, religious symbols through which the human 
soul commonly thinks of divine and spiritual things — 
suppose all this to be historically true (which it is) — let 
me ask : Ai’e we not as fully authorized, by an example 
or precedent so conspicuously set, to call another con- 
vention, to consider whether any emperor or bcncli of 
bishops have a peculiar right to determine the shape and 
pattern of our rtiligion ? Religioh was not too sacred for 
investigation then ! Why should it be tpo sacred now ? 

Still you question the utility of conventions for this 
purpose ! You think free discussions do not develop 
truth — that people are too combative and impetuous — 
that the cords of bigotry are tightened by the fierceness 
of opposition to it. But my reply is. That conventions 
are useful only as ploughs are good for the soil — they 
turn up new ground, break away poisonous weeds, .and 
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demolish old stumps, for the subsequent planting of good 
seed. 

Free interchange of thought and feeling is the only 
way to wisdom. Man's mind is developed by contact 

— is educated by the individualization and .comparison 
of facts. Mind mast first discover facts ; then those 
facts must be by themselves examined ; then they must 
bo placed in contrast and juxtaposition ; and then, from 
the latter arrangement, whicli comes Avithin tlic juris- 
diction of' every rational being, there How out certain 
definite conclusions ; and these conclusions, the mind, 
by virtue of its constitution, is constrained to accept. 
Faith is the subject of volition. Ijikc all organized 
bodies, human minds yield to the strongest pressure. 
Faith comes from evidence. He that believeth not 
shall bo damned." Should a man be dammal for a thing 
which he cannot help ? When properly a})i)lied to our 
faculties, the strongest proof makes the deepest impresr 
sion. 

According to this certain law, let me ask : How can a 
mind understand religion without investigation. A man 
may be a devoted frequenter of some particular church 

— may have listened with delight and edification to the 
exposition of a certain form of religious belief — but, 
having never compared one creed with another, what 
docs he know of the foundation of popular theology ? 

He may read all the publications of his denomination 
-r-may know the Bible by heart — what does he know 
of real mental liberty ? 

I tell you that such man is a thorough bigot ! 
Should a reformer appear, this religious man, with the 
contents of the Bible at his tongue's end, begins his 
opposition by quoting texts. But as to whether these 
2 
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texts rest upon any divine authority or not, he never 
stops to inquire, nor any one else. If the Bible says so, 
that is all-sufficient ! Now what can such a mind knov^ 
of impartiality and open-mindedness ? What knows he 
of the glorious matrimonial principles whereby the uni- 
verse was built, by which men and globes alike are 
regulated ? 

Concerning those things he is ignorant, for he would 
not be “ wise above what is written.” 

And so, how profoundly docs he abhor and condemn a 
Bible Convention ! He is sure no good can come of it ! 
In his opinion, it is as much as to affirm that the. Bible 
is somewhere unsound — that it is not what great scholars 
and eminent philosophers haA'e claimed for it. 

Therefore the prudential bigot thinks and assorts that 
the only oifect of a Bible Convention can be to lead 
weak-minded (!) persons into scepticism, and strengthen 
the disbelief already existing. In plain English, it is 
dangerous to examine a subject which, from repeated 
experiments, is found not triumphantly to survive the 
ordeal of a fair investigation ! • 

Anything which fears investigation openly manifests 
its own error. 

Of all modern suppositioms, I think the idea that 
infidel arguments have all been fairly answered by 
Christian scholars is the most prominent. There is 
much pretension and constrained composure based upon 
the efforts of Christian writers. All infidel objections, it 
is solemnly asserted, have been exposed and exploded 
over and over again. And churchmen say that all that 
can now be adduced is but a rehash of old infidel argu-. 
ments, which Dr. David. Nelson and Leslie have com- 
pletely refuted and overthrown. 
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‘ I do not take issue on this point now, because lavish 
first to persuade you that we did not call this Convention 
for any such low grovelling purpose. 

We are actuated by no desire to spread sciopticisin on 
religious subjects — nay, we pray and work lor tlujologic 
liberty, for universal peace, for human love and brother- 
hood, for the kingdom of heaven on earth — heinic wo 
design to do all we can to prevent scepticism in tliosc 
principles which God declares to be thr. true, rcli'^ion ! 

With this Convention (or another which it may sug- 
gest) we moan to drive the plough deep into the soil of 
popular theology and into the origin of those texts which 
priests hurl at the movements of every true reformer. 

It is my conviction.that the more a man knows ^ the less 
fie believes ; tliat is to say, the more we haii’ii of the 
natural, the less \yo believe of the supernatural. Or, in 
other words, a wise man is seldom troubled with imagin- 
ation. The reverse is also true. The firmest believer in 
the supernatural is one who knows but little concerning 
the physical laws of the world we live in. And as this 
vast system of natural existence is beginning to be 
better understood, it is easier to investigate and decide 
upon the asserted supernatural and miraculous, and 
ascertain what is and whut is not entitled to the digni- 
fied title of “ plenary inspiration.” 

Since the development of the sciences of astronomy, 
geology, chemistry, etc., it cannot be denied, 1 think, 
that there has been established more doubt than was ever 
before entertained respecting the' supernatural origin and 
supernal authority of the .Jewish and Christian Scrip- 
tures. .Prof. Hitchcock, Prof. Silliman, and several 
Englishmen of scientific- attainment, have labored to 
rescue the Mosaic and dependent records from the vortex 
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of ^ter repudiation. But what have they accomplished 1 
They have confirmed- and consolidated the bigotry and 
superstition of persons already in the Church. What 
further ? They have merely convinced individuals on 
the outer courts of the sanctuary that such minds are 
ijnxious to nurse and foster their reputation as orthodox 
authors ; while tlieir productions prove to the inde- 
pendent thinker that they acknowledge hut very little 
about the intrinsic weaknesses of the theology for which 
they so earnestly and solemnly plead. 

Hugh Miller, author of “ Footprints of the Creator,” 
who has w-ritten as good d plea in behalf of his thcologic 
faith as any churchman could, is fully conscious of the 
ignorance of the clergy. He says,* “ The clergy as a 
class salTor themselves to Unger far in the rear of an 
intelligent and accomplished laity, a full age behind the 
requirements of the tine. Let them not shut their eyes 
to the danger w'hich is obviously coming ! The b.-ittle 
of the evideiices (of Christianity) Avill have as cerOiinly to 
be fought on the fields of physical science as it was con- 
tested in the hist age on that of the metaphysics. And 
on this new arena the combatants w-ill have to employ 
new weapons, which it will be the privilege of the chal- 
lenger to choose. The old, opposed to these, would 
prove of but little avail.” Hence the arguments of 
Nelson, or Leslie, pr Paley,. or Watson, can have no 
weight in the stupendous battle about to be fought be- 
tween despotism and liberty. 

Notwithstanding this acknowledgment of ignorance on 
the part of the clergy as a class, there are persons whe 
still regard them as masters in the theologic school r— 

* Page 45, American edition. 
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able to meet any olyeelion ^vbich Astronomy, rn'otoiry, 
or Chemistry, can nr<»*o against the anOiority of llu'ir 
system. Of course it is very propiu* t») suppose lliat Ihc 
clergy arc the possessors of the nM[uisit(i rridr/irc to 
{)rov(‘, tlie origin and saiiclily (»f (lui Jewish and Chris- 
tian Scri[)tur(‘s. Now we bring, not tlu' ol^ji'clhais oT a. 
})arty, but the dcvelopmenis of ilu^ nini'h'eiilh eeidiirv, 
to l)(*ar upon tlie (luestions undm* discussion. //e (/rc 
not anl i-Christ ; hut ayh Ann anti-higolry, aiiti-sla\ (‘ry, 
anti-sup(‘islition, anti-sup(u'uatural, (tnf i-rrrrij/li inr- which 
mililales in any manner against the d(‘velopment of 
human h)V(‘ and hroi.luirliood. And wo are ((u- I am, at 
least) op[)osed to anything in or out of tla^ 15ihh‘ which 
pr('\'(.mls or relards tlie normal growtli ol‘ (his religion. 
Or(‘ek, ll(‘i)r(‘W and Jiatin ((U’lns, how('\('r classic and 
higli-s<»unJ.ing ' -a, imu’e battle of t(*xts- -can have nu 
po."^ihle \veight in seltling <pi(*slions whieli in\<dve Iluj 
origin and Ncraciiy ot* a record wliich is alrea.ily in tin*. 
English language', and n‘eommmnl(Ml l)y jjn‘ American 
])ihl(; Sociid}', in ils jjrrur/il ira/ish/tio/i, as ])cing Ihe 
infal!i!)le Word of Cod. The clergy shou!'.! fe(d grateful 
(o us for laking tlu; troui)le to she a’ lihuii tlui hal (le-tlcdd 
oj‘ tins century. 

Ih.ligiou, T re})eat, is not loo sacnal for p!d)Iic dehalc , 
for n ligiou pertains to the universal consciema; of man ; 
it is the great cormu-stoiu) of the t(unj)hi ol‘ human 
hrotlnu’hood, and a Conven/ion is tin) inslrunnuit most 
calculated to chisel it out of lifehs foundalions. This 
religion is not to lui found between the lids of any book. 
It is in the soul of human kind. It needs (hivelopment. 
(jonv(Milions, tamducted with magnanimity and virtue of 
purpose, will a.ccom[dish much good toward the unfold- 
ing of universal principles. Flowers can grow witli 



18 


strength and beauty only when well circumstanced. 
Conventions arc valuable, not merely for the facts, truths 
and arguments they spread before llic minds of the 
people, but particularly for the freedom of sentiments, 
and the examples of courageous ultera.n(*e in the presence 
of persons accaistomed to pulpit monopoly. When the 
human mind is once freed, and the philosophy of ('on- 
Bcientious independence is presented to it, it spreads its 
wings and soars to summits of thought before uidNiiown. 
Reason, on tlie wings of faith in justice, is a hint of 
paradises Its flight is outward, inward, onward, up- 
war«l ! And the material and spiritual univ('rs(vs are 
opened to these flights of freedom. The (‘agio is reason’s 
symbol, hut the serpent is the hideous ty[)e o(* slavery ! 

We eonbmd not for partyism, but for tluj woi ld. lu- 
dcpeudence of soul, based on integrity of motive, is now 
demanded. Let us teach 

“ Kiich iiuin to think himsolf an act of (Jod, 

His mind a thought, his life a hroatli of (Jod.” 

And let US 


“ Bid each try, hy great thoughts and good drrns, 

To show the must of heaven he hath in him.” 

We have no ambition to excel our neighbor in argu- 
ment, lor a fluent tongue can give to total errors the 
iseml)lan(*e of truth ; and although the hearer might not 
he gill(‘d in reply, his soul would surely remonstrate and 
condemn in silmice. Nay, our only ambition is to be 
true men and true women ; to show the most of heaven 
we have in us ! In argument wo rotpiire facts as signs 
to go by, and principles as truths whereby to interpret 
them. No anger, no uncharitablencss ; love only, and 
independence of soul enough to declare a living truth, 
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even though the heavens*' of popular systems fall, and 
the “ stars " in the pulpits be blotted out. 

“ Roiul tljo rar« of Naturo, that God-writti'n 
Wliich all mankind may study and cx]»loro, 

Wliich none can wrest, interjudate, or lil»cl its loving lore. 

Here learn \v<j tliat our Maker, whose afleetioii 
Knows no distinction, suffei-s no recall, 

Sheds its impartial fav<u* and j^itcetion 
Alike on all." 

The question (d‘ the or/gm of the Tt'sl aments is de- 
batable from several stand-points ; argnnnmts (low in 
from sources hitherto unsuspected. 

Arclueological evidences are numerous. Aniiquity is 
full of facts hearing directly on this point ; hut tluj ddfi- 
culty of d<‘in<»nsfrating (he varnlify of historical na.'onls 
drives tln^ investigator necessarily on tlnj ground (»f 
int(‘rnal evidence and inferemee. 'flui jn*o[H>si(ion stands 
thus : (Jan a hook have a divine orighi \vhi(‘l\ is seH- 
(jonlra<lictory, opposed to intuition and to 'fact ? Can 
an iinchangealde (Jod, full of harmony and divinity, ho 
the author of a hook which coidai”s inconsisten(;ies, 
e.Kamples of revenge and repentance, and inculcatc .s an- 
tagonistic rules for human life ? One class of minds 
deny the existence of such inconsistencies and antagonisms 
between the lids of King James’ IJihle, while another 
class affirms them as demonstrahle. If tho}^ do not exist, 
we infer the divine origin ; if they do exist, we infer 
that the book is of human imperfection. Hero is a sub- 
ject for your investigation. Again, the authority of the 
Bible may be contemplated from several points : authority 
may be argued from the ground of utility — that it is the 
best religion in the world — that it satisfies the heart and 
the head — that it restrains vice and deifies virtue — 



20 


that, witliout Ihc Thhh;, wo would ho without a rovolation 
nf (Jod's will, ho ignorant of tho solicine of redemption, 
and that onr civilization is dependent upon tho principles 
ther(‘by inculcated. Hut it may be argued that civil* 
ization is not a chihl of Christianity — that il,s authority 
leads to bigotry and intolerance — that it is no heller 
than the best part of anij oiler religion — that it do(‘s not 
satisfy but stultifies tho heart, and confounds the head 
— that from tho 13 ible we g(it our worst ideas of Coil — 
that tho scheme of salvation does not save the world 
from sin, slavery and discords — that its aiilhority is 
good only so far as its contents stand tho test of con- 
science and c»f scienlific principles. 

Om* (dass allirms, another dimii's. And tliis is tho 
time for a thorough a.nalyzation of tlujse respective 
positions. Nothing extenuate or aught set down in 
marn'c.’’ 

Again, tln^ ijijhience of the I>il)Io may be atrirnnal to 
he mild righteousness — that thousands are joyous under 
tlu' bh'ssings of tho Christian religion, while the lieatlum, 
and mitions without tliis system, arc buried in ignorance 
and ili'gradation. I think this point calls lor speciad 
ti'catmcnt from all minds. The question is, “ fs the 
di 11(0*01100 bidAvecn heathen and Christian nations attrib- 
iitabh? to the influence of the Old and No>v Testaments 
upon the latter / ” From this (piestion all other ques- 
tions und(‘r this head radiate ; therefore, hero is a sub- 
ject for your invicstigation. 

F>r(‘thren, let us free ourselves from the sectarianism 
of tho churclu's, from the mythology of the Hible, from 
the slavery of fear, from the chains of superstition ! 
Reason is the sovereign of the soul, and truth is the 
sovereign of reason. Prove all things, hold fast to that 
which is good. 
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All Tnio Religion is iininu table. 1 woilU't Hint nny 
one Clin for a moment imagine tlie possibility of its over- 
throw. Is triilli a mere cireiimstance ? Do elomls :mil 
storms exlingiiisli the sun ? Is true religion ih'pemhuil 
for its existen(‘e upon belief or disbelii'f — upon Ibnns 
anil organizations ! 

O yi.^ of little faith ! Go by tlu' oci'airs sidi', and 
biihohl far away the rock of (vjes. ddie siorm-king si'mls 
his servants to batlliL Th(‘ elomls assmnble, tlmmh r 
answi'rs thunder, from the four (‘orners ol* heaven the 
eliMumits rush to one cimlre, and tin' lim’ci', tempi's! 
desrends with all the pageantry oi‘ contending deities. 
The. on an gi'oaiis with the voieii of* angi'i*, mountainous 
was*"- wM furward with a mighty power; but amid all, 
and alaive all, stands yon nidile Ihx’K, eieet, unmoved 
and unchangi'd. Ten thousand limes ti'ii thousand slorms 
may rage beneath, around, above — ages upon ages may 
roll assay — empires may rise and kingdoms fall — mil- 
lions ol' human beings may come and go — the terrestrial 
hall may pursue its pathsvay about the pari'ut orb — yrt 
unshaken and immovable stands the True Religion — 
firm as the Univi'rsc, beautiful as Deity. 

\'ou svho fear or hope that religion svill be extinguished, 
need wisdom ; go, study the constitution of the svorld. 
Contemplate tlui iiocK in tlie ocean, ^vhich no storms nor 
(?ont('ntion can disturb. Gaze at the sun, whose life- 
giving glories no clouds nor tempests can ever diminish ! 

Rut where shall we find this religion whhdi changes 
not ? Ah, here is the ipiestion ! And wdieii ive become 
acquainted with its locality, hoiv sliall wo know that it is 
the “ true religion ? " Wbat is the rock ? The answer 
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maybe found in the New Te.stamont : “The kingdom 
of Heaven is within you/’ That is to say, tlie law and 
the spirit — the way, truth and lihi — are natural to the 
soul of man. Yea, religion lias a voek in iluj soul. In 
its elements and essences, in its iin^xtingnisliahle instincts 
and unfolding faculties, which are true prophets and 
true apostles — in these find we the true ndigion. If 
this position be not tenable — if the mind of man is not 
the basis of true religion — then is God a respeetm* of 
persons, partial in his dealings, and the New Testament 
answer must be a fallacy. 

We hear much lamentation ooncc'rning the fat(‘ of the 
lVil)h\ In most minds, religion ami tlie l>ook an^ om 
and inseparable. “ They must stand or fall together ! ” 
lint I cannot tliink so. Cannot a man exist without a 
sliadow ? Are symbols essential to tluj exisleiice of 
tliought ? Surely the letter and the spirit are not indis- 
soliililc ! If they arc, then well may we lament and 
de[)Iore any examination of the Bible. 

The idea tliat the Bible is the inlallible word of God 
— that it is tlie liock of Ages, that in it is only to be 
fmind the true rvligion — is fatal to itself. There is a 
[>revailing suj)vr.ililio/i, generated by commentators, that 
th(^ Old and New Testaments are intrinsicrally and exlrin- 
»i(*ally harmonious. When the whole volume is correct 1 1 / 
aiuU‘i*stoo(l (they assert), the beauty and stupendous 
unity of tlic system is clear as the sun in the heavens. 
But this assumption is made by p(?rsons who have the 
presumption to suppose that thejj have seen the harmonies 
of tlie Scriptures. 

Let us redeet on this. The assumption is that the 
Bible is the word of God — a supernaturaliy-originated 
and a supcrnaturally-inspircd volume — given to man 
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for his cnlighlenmont: and salvation. And yet, aocordin^ 
to the Protestant systmu of judgment and liberty 

of conseieiice, each mind, though nninspiivd and in no 
manner supornatnrally endowed, is left to v<‘ad and (iml 
out <he 7Manhi^' of (lod in (his word. Wbih* onr man 
finds (he Jhble infallible, another linds it faHibb‘ ; one. 
flis(*ov(‘rs it to be harmonious, another inliarmonions ; 
and so (anno ouni.enlion and (*nlicisni. 1 eanno[ hut 
a<lniire, in bold (‘onirast, the lieauliliil loi;ieal lam'^isljoiey 
of the IJomaii Calholie Chureh. It m^ver was iiuilly ol‘ 
Iruslin^’ rclii^ioa (o the peojde — luiver eoiiimill(Ml a. 
deed so l‘a(al to |)ri(‘stly despotism as Unit of perniiiiin^i!; 
an ?msup('rnatural laity to r<‘ad and inler[n'<‘t a. supi*r- 
natural hook ! Tlu^ readlni^ of f/ie hook is fatal lo tin*, 
idea ‘fl‘ its supernatural origin, also to i(.s so-ealhal infal- 
lible principles of religion and truth. Wlnm will Prol(.‘sl- 
anls lidly r(‘aliz<^ tlndr ju’esent situation I 

Ih-olestaiits must e(n*lainly S(H‘, soonen* or latm*, that 
llie dour wliieli Marlin Luther <»[Mmed can naintr he shut 
Oi^ainst the onward march of the frt^e-born sonl ! The 
infallihilily of Uui Pop(‘ is ])ut a eonUnuaiion ol‘ tln^ l*rot- 
estant idea of the infallibility of Moses, John, or Laid. 
If you admit the supposition of the possibility of* Isaiah's 
infallible inspiration, you have then granted the premises 
upon which Popc-and-Priest infalliliilily is prediiaded. 
If God suAv propijr ever to inspire suj)er/ialt/rallijiVf\K\\' 
or a ilwelhn* of Palestine, how do you faww hut lui also 
s('es it proper to sapcnialurally inspire a Cardinal or a 
l\)pe ? Tf God has ever inspired a jiapfu- and paste- 
board book, how do you kno\v but that he now inspires 
the Roman Catholic Church ? If you admit tlui one, 
there is no escape from the other. As believers in the 
supernatural inspiration of the Bible writers, you are, 
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according to every principle of logical deduction, con- 
strained to admit the possibility of all which the Catliolic 
Church claims for itself. 

I>iit Luther, I say, in protesting against tlio aulliorily 
of the Pope, ojnmed a door for ilic final rejeciion of llu' 
l)()()li-(ni/Ji(irHfj n[)on wliicli the first is based. Pio x\ino 
is as likely (o hi) a chosen vessel of Cod now, as P;iid 
was in the Ix'ginning of the Christian era. Tin.' superi- 
ority of lln^ character of one man over that o(‘ anoiln i- 
ol’ no account where snpc'rnatnral lransai!ti(nis are in\(»l\ i d 
in tin.' [iiamiisrss. 'fln'ndore 1 allirm that i!n^ Pndc'slanl. 
i(h'a of a/i i/ffallil/lo liihh VTilvr is tlnj linn foundation 
of Po[)ish <h.‘S|ndism, and of all tln^ ahsiirdi! ies of I lie 
(.•alholie. inslitiition. 

Pi'rsuade me tliat the paper and /n/sfe/ward Bi/de is 
lh(' infdlihle word of Cod, and I will at om.e ace^'pt the 
l)rirl,'-and-m(fr/ar church as the rc'eiiiii'iit and emporinm 
ol’ his diviin^ favors. Persuade me that Mosi's, do-hua, 
Solomon, David, Tsaiah, Matthew, John and l^ml were 
in very (riilh the choseif vessels or in'inin ii of the Sii|ua'ine 
lleing, and I promise you tliat 1 will at onee aev*epi, and 
would demonstrate eomdusively from your [iriueiples, 
that the unbroken ehain of cardinals and popes, (‘\t end- 
ing from Ih'ter the First to the kingdom of lu'aven, are 
aseerlainly tin' attorneys of J(‘hovah, and as Ix'ing iiidis- 
pi'iisahle to all temporal and spiritual government and 
eivilization. If Moses and Joshua ami Paul arti to he 
my 7nasfi’rs in those sacred principles which hind my 
.soul to its Author, then why may [ not accejit Pio Xofio 
as my ??i( 7 stcr and father in spiritual things ! Yon who 
are Protestant believers in Bible infallibility, cannot 
deny mo this logical inference. But you reply that I 
should not allow a mere man to rule over my conscienco 
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— that it is yielding my liberty to the jurisdielion of 
despots, and placing my soul in Uh^ kcM^ping (d‘ inoro 
priests and Iciachers of ndigion. Verily ; but wliot are 
you Protestants doing, when you tak(‘ Most^s mikI Paul 
for your masters ! Surely these were nu're men nlso 
manifesting all the attributes a.nd cba.ra(*tei*is(ies of liuman- 
kind — and so, why should they, any mon- than (Jlmuent 
or Alexamba*, 1)0 my maslers in tin* alfairs oi niy soul ! 

Dr. Orestes A. Prownson, editor of ;i (tilholic (Quar- 
terly Keview, a man of inueh learfiing and indop( aidoma^, 
is a vj'ry eonsist<mi- and faithful* (‘xpommt •)! rtdigions 
aims and tendemfies. lie has traxadh'd from Dgypt, 
through the wibbaiuiss of seeptieism, into the ]>romis(Ml 
land of la.'bef, wbicdi he is now pniparing to ri<l <d‘ all 
Pn)tesialjts by logierd weapons. l*rot( sUmIs ad\t»eate 
Mijinmio aiithorily of the Pible, but lolerato fo eai'li 
man iln* liiiial.y o|‘ reading its pages to suit him:^ell*. 
Brownson, (»n llie otlun* hand, advocates tb(‘ absolul(^ 
sujr(’(.‘imu*.y of the Po[)(‘>, a.ml dimii^s to man any ri«dits. 
(ue.l only has rights. Miin has duth's. Tin* (dnireii is 
God's*r('pres(mtativ('-, and society is umler iis exclusive 
dominion. The Church grants jiri.r/Ufcs to go\ ei nimails, 
ami governments <)we allegiance and oiM-dimee !(» thii 
Church. i!^o\v, this is riolhing Ic^ss than I ln i)l'»gic.d or 
Protestant despotism, logically and b‘girniiat( ty carried 
into i>ractice. But how much belhu* than Ibis the 
popery or clerical dogmas of Protestants ? 'flie Ibbb* is 
Codi’s representative or word, they aflirm. Tim indi- 
vidual has no rights, but duties ; mind is no! the master, 
but the suhject ol’ iis teachings. The Dope regard^ ail a.s 
heretics who reject his authority ! The Proh-stanl »le- 
nounces all as infidels who reject the authority ol' Alo.>(.*s ! 
The idea is simply this Protestantism is but a child of 
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Catholicism. By a law of hereditary descent, the parent 
transmits its character to the ()lfs[)ring ; but, as evidence 
of a law of* pri)gvess, th<i chil<! is not so wickeil and 
d(^gTa,d(al as its V(‘neral)le prog/milor. 

(.)atlioli(is make no more opposilion to Free Schools, 
\vhim])y ((hica/.ion maybe extemded to all [mople, t>M,n 
do Protestants to the free discussion of lln* Bible, where- 
by Irul/i may be (dieited and (ransmitt(‘(l lo po-li*rity. 
In regard to Free Schools wo ((note IVoin Dr. Brownson ' 
“Our enemies n ly upon Coalh'ss schools — Sta.te 
educalhm — as a, means of (du‘(!king the progT<‘ss ot 
Oatholiiaty. We must admit they Inivo laid their plans 
witli infernal skill. The result will not nnad their aiiiiei- 
patioiis, how('ver. Tlui atlenliim oT tin' Oalhorn^ world 
has been directed to this subject by thos(^ whom (ha! has 
sent to rule over us, and a slri/^ixle, which will (md. in 
victory tor the Church, has b(.'gun between Catholicity 
rmd the State, to se(' who shall htwo the (.‘hild.*' 

So speaks O. A. Browiison concerning Fr(a> Scdnajls. 
But obs(‘rve, when you read Prot('siant indices of tiiis 
Bihli‘ Convention,'^ that, by sn]»stiliiling tin* word con- 
vention ” for schools, with one or two oilier all eraiioo'-. 
you will see the satin' spirit manirested toward ns. In- 
det'd, it is hard U> (h'termiiie wliicli is th(‘ worst eueniy 
of treedoni and humanity, the [larty that would mid;e 
the i'hnrch our master, or (hose who woiih! give to us 
th(^ Bible as a. sovereign, with only feeble reason to com- 
pvtdumd and harmonize its multilarious iiieonsistemnes. 
Rc'ason is feeble onlij after having been for a litetimc sub- 
ject lo bomlagt'. Protestant dmuineiation ol' Rtnison is 
paralleled by Catholic defamation of Protestantism ; the 
opinions of the two partigs are equally valueless. 

• Reforenco ie here made to the Hartford Bible Convention of 1853. 



F.iduM* Giivaz/i conies to our country, jiml lifts up his 
ek>(|uent voice against the ilespotisnis and aboiiiinalions 
ot the Iloinish Church, ljut he is in bonda^t^, and ran 
do nothing more than delight a, Protestant audunire. 
lie cannot do I he “ work of desi ruction,’’ because* he 
stands iiitrenclnMl in Prolvslanlism^ wliich d(‘S(o*ves the 
same fate, lie cri(‘s out against th<^ /gv/o/v/z/ec, tin* idol- 
ainj^ the darerji of Caiholicily ; but against Prutvsfanl 
ignorance, i<iolatry aa<l shivcny, his voha* cannot be raisial, 
because ilie rtaadvers ol* his inessag(‘s are <*oinpos<‘d oi* 
thi‘ latter party, lie alUrnis Hiat Catholicism is loo 
narrow for his houl. With a sold so ex[)anded beyond 
(he circumscribed itoidines of Pius Ihc^ Ninlh, 1 womb*!- 
how he can lu’eathe die (^onliiunl air ol' Projeslant bigotry 
and sujx'rsddou ; 1 ran smi no dijlrre/icr Ixjtwi'mi the 

inf fiiii'iil.ii ij of da* Po[Ki ami the infalfibility of Paul. 
Hui w<; lu've /'(diiiral I'reiMloin under Prod'stantisiii, 
whirli tin* Church of iiome denies to its subjticts. Very 
Irue ; but Imw rann. lids blessing ! It \v;is iirst estab- 
lisliiMl Uiroiigli die inslrumenlality of the greatest d(‘.spot, 
H>’nr^j VUL, dial i?\m’ rulent o\r>' mankind. l>ul in 
our blessed land, let us raise tlie hymn of gratiliuh’ to 
Thomas Paine, dcllerson, Franklin, and many odiers, 
who were the sworn l'ri(‘nds ol' liberty and of Iree prin- 
ciples. Let it be rem(unb(*red that the political and 
olher blessings of Aui(u*ica are not owing to any exer- 
tions on the part of priests, nor to any logical application 
of the doctrine of Bihk infallibility, upon which Protest- 
antism rests. 

In a recent letter to the, cler^^y of all denominations \ 
affirmed that the Battle of the Evidences of Christianity 
is to be fought on the broad liulc^f scientific ami positive 
principles. The old metaphysical ground of idealistic 
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impossibilities — such as what and where ir God ? what 
and where is spirit ? what and where is ncaven ? — aie 
now scarcely admitted into the arena. l5ut the moun- 
tain torrent of civilization has dashed along l egardless of 
religious and mythical obstnictions, and with each suc- 
ceeding "<^avc there comes to our land a new discovery in 
some department of creation. The progress of scientific 
discovery, in one brilliant day, is carrying the war into 
the very ueurt of biblical authority. The positive and 
unavoidable deductions' of astronomy, of ethnology, of 
archteology, of hiorology, of physiology, stand in startling 
opposition to nearly rll the assumptions of popular the- 
ology pertaining to Bible infallibility. I will presently 
bring this fact more distinctly before the reader. 

The scientific education of the Protestant clergy is so 
utterly neglected, while preparing for the ministry, that 
they usually enter the field of labor without the proper 
implements of spiritual husbandry. Oori^k,! juefitly , having 
read the standard wovks on th--> logy, and one or two 
books in reply to “ infidel objections,” the young minister 
is apt to entertain several inflated notions respecting the 
peifection of biblical wisdom. Sometimes wo htiar them 
preach thus : “ The Bible has stood the test of ages. 
No closeness of inspection, keenness of investigation, or 
stricture of criticism, has been able to defeat its claims. 
Moses’ account of creation is simple and sublime. The 
volume of destiny is suddenly thrown open ; time is pro- 
claimed ; creation arises ; and a new race of intelligence 
ippears on the . scene. Nothing can shake the plain 
narrative of Moses. The Bible is perfect in all its parts 
— full of excellences — and, taken as a whole, is with- 
out contradiction or inconsistency.” 

Most congregations acbept this as a tenable doctrine 
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(vhilurcn grow up with this conviction, find so the Pro- 
testant notion of BloU infallihility is kept alive and 
hofoie the people. l>ut now is the tinio to invostigfitc 
those positioiis, heeauso never before w.*s the world so 
full of seientific dise*.*vci'v 

In the light of ilie nineteenth renliiry the Mosaic 
ficcount is notoriously unsound and fallible. \Ve liavc, a 
vast nmnber of cogent roi a>ns for reje(ding the di wne 
authority of Genesis. Let mo ask your attention to a 
few of them. 

First, ‘‘ In the beginning God created heaven and 
earth.’’ There arc several philosophical objections to 
the truth of this statement. It is found that matter, 
though changeable, is /nch'struclible — not a particle can 
bo j)ut out of existence. Chemists have tried the ex- 
perinuMit in vain. Hence Nature declares that matter is 
eternal substance, and couM not ha\e sprung from nolhing. 
The creation of inaU'“’ implies the bringing of something 
into existence from ntiLmg^ which proposition no liealthy 
])iind can for a niomeni entertain, ilere is one reason 
why we object to the Mosaic account. 

Second, “And God divided the light from the dark- 
ness. Ainl God called the light Day, and the darkness 
ho called Night.” Aside from the supernatural operation 
hero implied, there are very strong scientific objcjctions 
to this statement. But first let us notice the internal 
contradiction. You will observe Unit there were three 
days find three nights before God put “ lights in the 
firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night,** 
Before the creation of a /‘greater light to rule the 
night,” how, let me ask, could there have been “ even 
ings and mornings?” But thisj)bjection is trivial in 
comparison to the following. 

3 * 
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It is asserted that “ darkness was upon the face of the 
deep ” — that God said, “ Let there he light, and there 
was light ” — implying the absence at first of all light 
from the universe. This is in direct antagonism to all 
the positive discoveries of the age. “ The celebrated 
speculation of La Place, now very generally received ns 
probable by astronomers, concerning the origin of the 
earth and planets, participates essentially in the strictly 
indmdivc character of modern theory. The speculation 
is, that the atmosphere of the sun originally extended to 
the present limits of the solar system ; from which, by 
the process of cooling, it hits contracted to its present 
dimensions. There is in La Place’s theory,” .says Mill, 
in his system of Logic, “ nothing hypothetical ; it is an 
example of legitimate reasoning from a present elfcet to 
a past cause, according to the known laws of that cause.” 
Science demonstrates that firet heat, light and electricity 
were in existence before the earth was formed ; but 
Genesis makes the earth to exist previous to light ! 
Nature and the Old Testixment are hero at war with 
each other. Which shall we believe 1 

Third. The Alosaic account is unsound because il 
teaches that the heavens and earth, and all that in them 
is, were perfect at once. “ The Almighty 

voice is addl^ase# to chaos. Confusion hoai-s it, and 
wild uproar staild^ ruled. The waters subside ; the 
verckAit laiidscjape is seen ; songs burst from every grove ; 
and’^rs, lflSght,‘t 9 }ling, a#d silent-beaming, are hurled 
forih from the Almighty hand.” And Genesis also afiirms 
that man was more pure, perfect and wise — more in 
unity with heaverf^ttd its Author — than the race is to- 
day ! i 

In absolute refutation of all this, how explicit are the 
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positive declarations of universal nature ! The first 
types of vegetation, the first indications of animal life, 
the first things performed or invented by mankind, were 
rough, crude, incomplete, and in every respect inferior 
to after developments. All things — trees, fish, birds, 
animals — grow from incompleteness to perfection, from 
rudeness to refinement, from the imperfect to the beauti- 
ful. And must all the declarations of Nature be over- 
ruled l)y the authority of a book whose origin is Eastern 
and mythical ? 

Fourth. We object to Genesis because of another in- 
ternal contradiction. The book asserts that “ God saw 
everi] thhig that he had made, and, behold, it was very 
good.'' If God saw every iliingy and pronounced every 
thing good^ lot me Jisk ; WIio made the wicked serpent 
that temiited Eve ? If this animal was more subtile 
than any boast of the field, having the devil in him, who 
created them ? Who was it that made and pronounced 
every tiling good ? 

Fifth. Genesis cannot be a true report of creation, 
because, instead of coinciding with Ihe revelations of 
universal nature, which prove the gradual formation of 
the globe by a cooling-off process, the prognissive intro- 
duction or development of plants and animals on its sur- 
lace by a natural method of growth, the account teaches 
the particular, the sudden, the miraculous, the incom- 
prehensible creation of everything in six literal days. 

Sixth. Genesis cannot be a true report, because it 
contradicts the positive declarations of Astronomy. Ac- 
cording to our system of chronological calculation, Moses 
makes the heavens and the earth about six thousand 
years old. But astronomy declares that light requires 
three hundred thousand years to travel from one of the 
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fixed stars to our earth ! This one fact alone proves 
that those orbs have been in existence three hundred 
thousand years ! But you answer, “ that all things are 
possible with God.” Paul denies this (Ileb. C : 18), 
and iifTirms by two immutable things it is impossible for 
God to lie. In this I believe with the apostle, for I 
cannot think that the Spirit of this beautiful universe is 
caj.aide 'd’ an inconsistency ! 

Seventh. Genesis cannot be a line report, because it 
belittles our ideas of God. The extent and grandeur of 
the universe, the resplendent objects and countless assem- 
blages which people the empire of being, cleanse and 
purify the mind of all contracted notions of the Deity 
and his government. But Moses destroys all consistent 
ideas of an omnipresent energizing Spirit, by describing 
him as a man making the universe in six days, and, 
being fatigued, as resting on the seventh ; and not only 
so, but a.s “ walking in the gai don in the cool of the 
day” — as. any common Egyptian god would be sup- 
posed to do — with hands and feet, and a limited power 
of vision. “ Adam and his w'ife hid themselves from the 
presence of an uniniprcsent, omnipotent, omniscient Spirit. 
And an onmiscient Being, unable to find the guilty pair 
among the trees of the garden, began to call unto Adam : 
“ Where art thou I ” And, after the creation was getting 
along altogether too fast and wickedly for the Creator, 
then, again, like an Egyptian god (Gen. 6 : 0), “ it 
repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart.” Now, all this is 
vastly too human and insignificant to be applied to the 
omniscient Spirit of this Universe. Every man, Christ 
tian or Pagan, when in his right mind, totally rejects the 
narrow and cramping idea of God advocated in the book 
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of GenesU and elsewhere. “ A universe,” says Rev. 
Thomas Dick, “ vast, boundless and incomprehensible, 
is just such as we ought naturally to expect from a 
Being who is infinite, eternal and omnipresent ; whose 
power is uncontrollable, whose wisdom is unsearchable, 
and whose goodness is boundless and diffusive. All his 
plans and operations must be, like himself, vast, bound- 
less and inconceivable by mortals.” • Now, I submit that 
this idea is not applicable to the Mosaic God of creation ! 

Eighth. The most advanced thinkers among the sup- 
porters of the Mosaic theory have, as I am fully aware, 
made a virtue of necessity, by abandoning the idea of 
six literal days of creation, and accepting, instead, the 
geological interpretation of epochs or “ ages.” The 
most learned of modem Christian writers say, that the 
term “evening and the morning” must bo accepted 
figuratively to mean the “ ending and beginning ” of 
indefinite stages of creative development. Very well ; 
there can be no objection to putting a little new wine in 
an old bottle, if therefore the wine will but be more 
acceptable to creatures of habit. But hero comes a 
trouble of inconsistency. If we are now to receive the 
six days as figurative, how shall wo regard the seventh 
day, on which the Lord rested 1 If the six days signify 
“ ages,” what does the seventh day mean ? Why are 
we inconsistently and hypocritically keeping one day in 
each common week as the day hallowed by the repose of 
Deity, while, in our theory, we are compelled to accept 
the six days as uncertain, immeasurable, indefinite strides 
of creative development ? Here, again, the positive 
principles and deductions of a philosophical theology 
stand in direct antagonism to the accounts of Moses. 

There are before my mind eighteen other reasons, all 



36 


events, the Mosaic history cannot be sustained. Hence 
many minds are driven into spiritual or symbolic inter- 
pretation. The creation of the world, the garden of 
Eden, the temptation and fall, the deluge and tower of 
Babel, are received by many as symbolic relations — as 
types of spiritual experience and events — referring 
equally to nations and individuals. Swedenborg, dis- 
tinguished for his historic and scientific knowledge, de- 
clares, in his commentary on the Jewish Testament, that 
these events and accounts can be understood and sup- 
ported only in a figurative or spiritual sense — implying 
that a literal view of them, as entertained by New Eng- 
land clergy and laity, is at once absurd, untenable and 
unsupportable by nature, reason, intuition and history. 
It would consume our time to present Swedenborg’s 
science of correspondences; but enough is adduced to 
show what reasonable men and scholars think of the 
Mosaic account. Swedenborg affiims that the early 
Scriptures were written in correspondential language, of 
which the hieroglyphic scriptures of earth are vestiges. 
Every figure symbolized some particular idea. Thus, as 
some writer remarks, a beetle did not stand for a beetle 
only, but also for the world ; an a^p corresponded to 
royalty ; the eagle, to courage ; the lion, to strength ; 
a ram’s head, to intellect ; a duck, to a doctor of medi- 
cine ; and a goose, to a doctor of divinity. 

The idea that the Bible is a connected whole, without 
contradiction or inconsistency, is a superstition of the 
Protestant priesthood. The intelligent and accomplished 
Jesuit entertains no such untenable opinion. lie de- 
pends upon the external despotisms of organization, and 
upon the attractions of a well-regulated and venerable 
eoclesiasticism, for the success of his design upon the 
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religious liberties of humanity. Protestantism and Ca- 
tholicism deser\'e the same condemnation. They differ, 
not in the character of their notions respecting infalli- 
bility, but in degree only. 

The Catholic idea of Pope and Church infallibility is 
simply an elongation or extension of the Protestant idea 
of Old and New Testament infallibility. 

The two parties are, in theory and theology, equally 
foes to the interests and liberties of the world. And I 
have shown, I think, that owe should not be*allowed to 
impose any more restrictions on the Soul of mm than the 
other ; that is to say, neither is good enough to merit 
the support of intelligent, benevolent, free and consci- 
entious minds. 

Have I said anything against true religion ? Because 
I reject the infallibility of Paul and the Pope — the in- 
fallibility of a book and a church — am I therefore irre- 
ligious ? The Old Testament is a statement of the ideas 
and events of the Patriarchal Age — the era "bf Force ; 
the New Testament is a statement of the ideas and 
events of the Transitional Age — the cia of Love ; the 
two, combined, formed King James’ Bible. But let me 
ask — why should the statement of one age remain the 
statement of all ages ? 

Can religion be based on a book ? This idea has 
obtained among Christians ; hence they imagine the 
heathen to be benighted, and without religion ! Is God 
a respecter of persons or nations 1 Far from it. True 
religion, like true anatomy and physiology, is older than 
books ! There must be a religion older than the Bible , 
a God better than it declares. 

Did Newton learn astronomy in books^ . Did Jesus 
leam intuition and love of all human kind from the 
4 
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prophets ? Is there no inexhaustible fountain from 
whose flowing rivulets each soul may freely drink ? 
Docs the same God not always inspire and nourish ? 
What would ye think of a man who does all his farmings 
ploughing and planting, by reading books on Egyptian 
and Roman agriculture ? The land before his eyes would 
meanwhile grow thorns and unwholesome vegetation. 
What, then, do ye think of Christians who bid their fol- 
lowers to read and believe King James’ version of the 
Testtiments, to the end that they may be religious and 
acceptabl'j- unto God ? He who would not “ bo wise 
above what is written ” (in any book) is a miserable 
pagan, engaged in blindly loving his ideals, and needs 
philosophic culture. For is there not a law, a science, a 
principle of justice and equity, in man’s mental economy, 
superior to all writing ? Let every son and daughter of 
nature be developed to the/w/wm of the structure of the 
perfect man — let society develop the kingdom of Justice 
and Freedom within each soul and family — then you 
will see a manifestation of true rsuoion. 








